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ABSTRACT OF REPORT FOR 1849. 


In presenting their Tenth Annual Report, the Committee of the 
British and, Foreign Anti-slavery Society would direct the atten- 
tion of its members and friends to the extent to which slavery 
prevails, at the present time, among professedly Christian and 
civilised nations ; and the necessity which consequently exists for 
continued, earnest, and prayerful exertion for its abolition. 


SLAVERY. 


By the last. census of the United States, taken in 1840, the 
number of slaves in the Southern States was 2,187,455; if we add 
the probable increase, computed according to the ratio of the pre- 
ceding ten years, the present number ofslaves, in the thirteen slave 
States, will be about 3,045,000; but, since that period, Texas has 
been annexed to the United States, the number of whose slaves 
may now be computed at 50,000; the grand total of slaves in the 
United States will, therefore, be 3,095,000. According to Balbi, 
the number of slaves in Brazil, many years since, was 2,926,500. 
Notwithstanding the great mortality which marks the slave system 
of that country, and the manumissions which have taken place, 
the vast number of fresh Africans which have since been imported 
must have increased the total number of slaves considerably. We, 
therefore, compute the number at present in Brazil to be 3,250,000. 
The number of slaves in the Spanish colonies is variously estimated. 
Mr. Crawford, the British Consul in Cuba, states it to have been, 
in 1841, between 800,000 and 900,000. The British Consul at 
Porto Rico says the number of slaves in that island, in 1838, was 
44,000; allowing for the additions which may have been made 
since thésé petiods, by importations from Africa, we may put 
down the slave population of the Spanish colonies at 900,000. The 
total number of slaves in the Dutch West Indies, according to 
the Jast census, was 9,569; in Surinam, 52,997; at Batavia, 
Samarang, and Sourabaya, 30,000, making a total of 92,566 ; but 
as there has been a considerable mortality among the slaves in 
Surinam, since 1844, perhaps the entire number in the Dutch colo- 
nies and dependencies may be reckoned at about 85,000. From 
the best information that can be obtained, it appears that the 
uumber of slaves in New Granada, including Panama, was, in 
1985, 40,187; in Venezuela, in 1837, 37,689; in Equator, 1843, 
4,960; in Peru, 184%, 20,000. From Bolivia, Chili, and the 


_ Argea%ne Republic, no returns have been obtained ; but the slave 


populations of these Republics may be estimated at about 40,000. 
It should be remarked, however, that all the South’ American 
Republics have made provision in their laws for the gradual extinc- 
tion of slavery, and that Uruguay, one of them, completely abolished 
it in the year 1842, The number of slaves in the Portuguese, Dutch, 
Danish, and Swedish settlements on the western coast of Africa 
is computed at 30,000; of these, nine-tenths at least are held by 
the Portuguese. The latter nation has, in addition, possessions on 


. the eastern coast of Africa and in Asia, but the number of slaves 


in them is unknown. Making allowance for manumissions which 
may have taken place in the South American Republics, the fol- 
lowing recapitulation may be taken as a correct estimate of the 
number of slaves in the several countries named, viz. :— 





Vimited Gtates cccvecccsewsccuvesssccie 3,095,000 
DCO 605 oc esac iy teesieeacic vesers 8,250,000 
Spanish Colonies ....cscecssessescecsos 900,000 
Pate CO ik kis 0k Sei Checdeas ders 85,000 
South American Republics .........e0005 140,000 
African Settlements .....,.csseseveeeees 30,000 
7,600,000 
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In connexion with this huge system of iniquity and oppression, 
there exists a traffic in human beings, enormous in extent, and 
fearful in atrocity and horror. 


THE SLAVE-TRADE. 


An internal slave-trade is the necessary consequence of slavery 
wherever it exists. When men become merchantable commodities 
or property, as it is impiously termed, they are subject to all its 
incidents,—to the degradation of sale and bequest, and to the cruelty 
of separation from kindred and friends. In the United States it is 
reported that 80,000 slaves change hands every year; and, in 
other slaveholding countries, it is probable that a proportionate 
number suffer the same sad fate. But though, in some of its 
features, nothing can exceed the revolting character of this traffic, 
it yields, in the sum of its horrors, to the foreign African slave- 
trade, which is carried on chiefly to supply Brazil and the Spanish 
colonies with slaves. 

It is impossible to arrive with accuracy at the number of slaves 
exported from Africa, since Great Britain, under the influence of 
humane and Christian feeling, was led to abolish it throughout her 
dominions. A tabular statement, however, drawn up with great 
care, was laid before a Select Committee of the House of Commons, 
appointed last year to consider the best means for providing for the 
final extinction of the slave-trade, from which we gather the 
following particulars,—viz., that from 1807 to 1819, no less than 
2,290,000 negroes were exported from Africa ; of these, 680,000 
were taken to Brazil, 615,000 to the Spanish colonies, and 562,000 
to other countries. The casualties of the middle passage are stated 
to have amounted to the frightful sum of 433,000! From the 
year 1819, when the cruising system was first put in operation 
against foreign slave-traders, to 1847, the number of negroes 
exported from Africa amounted to 2,758,506, which are thus 
distributed : — Brazil, 1,121,800; Spanish colonies, 831,027 ; 
deaths on the middle passage, 688,299; and captured by British 
cruisers, 117,380. According to this table, the. total number of 
Africans imported into Brazil, during the last forty years, has been 
1,801,800; into the Spanish colonies, 1,446,027; into other 
countries, 562,000 ; mortality during the middle passage, 1,121,299; 
and captured by British cruisers, since the year 1819, 117,380 ; 
making a grand total of 5,048,506, as the victims of the foreign 
African slave-trade, from 1807 to 1847! 

If there be added to this truly appalling statement the dreadful 
fact, so clearly demonstrated by the late Sir T. F. Buxton, in his 
work on the slave-trade, that “‘ for every slave embarked one is 
sacrificed’’—in the wars connected with their capture—in their 
march from thé interior to the coast, and during their detention at 
the barracoons,—we have a picture presented to us of human guilt 
and human suffering, which has scarcely its parallet in the most 
savage period of the history of our race. Let the fact be engraven 


on our memories that the victims of the slave-trade, during the © 


last forty years, have been upwards of TEN MILLIONS; that one~ 
half of this number perished in Africa ; that one-quarter of those 


embarked for the slave markets perished during the middle passage; 


that of those who survived these horrors, a considerable number 
perished during the process of seasoning, and that the 1 : 
are doomed to a life of degradation and.suffering, and a 
grave. 
HOME PROCEEDINGS. | 

An unusual amount of public attention having béen directed to 
the progress of the slave-trade, a Select Committee of the House 
of Commons was appointed at an early period of the last session of 
Parliament, “to consider the best means which Great Britain can 
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adopt for providing for its final extinction.” A large mass of 


evidence was laid before it; but as it could not fully accomplish 
its pate during the sowsion, it reported its conclusions on the 
evidence subnitted to it, ip a,series of resolutions to the House, 


ang has been xe-appointed, during)the present session, to finish its 
labours, The following is its report. 


RESOLUTIONS OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE-TRADE. 


The Select Committee appointed to consider the best means 
which Great Britain can adopt for providing for the final extinc- 
tion of the slave-trade, and who were empowered to report the 
minutes of evidence taken before them, from time to time, to the 
House, and also their opinion thereupon, have further considered 
the matters to them referred, and have agreed to the following 


resolutions :— 


1, That it appears by evidence laid before this Committee, that the state 


of the African slave-trade with relation to America, at the undermentioned 


periods, was, as far as can be ascertained, as follows :— 


No. 1. 


MEMORANDA of the Number of Staves computed to have been Ex- 


ported and Imported Westward from Africa, from 1788 to 1840. 
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Average Casu- 3 o 2 ri z P 
alties during the |= 2 as s iss. 
—— Voyage. Res 3 #3 24 5 23 
DATE. Slaves . 2n§ a5& Be 5 |*5 A 
E verage. | 3| 2S) |gn 
sparen Propor- | Amount. at =69| S£0 g2 
tion. h & =o 
fm 1788 .o0e.sss0000) 100,000 16 per ct.| 14,000 | 24,000) 18,000} 44,000 | 86,000 
f 1798 to 1803., 85.009 a 12,000 | 15,000| 20,000} 38,000 | 73,000 
. 1805 to 1910..,.| 85,000 ia . 12,000 | 15,000) 25 000 000 | 73,000 
z ¥810 to 1815..,.| 08,00 [14 ,, 13,000 | 30,000) 30,000} 29,000 | 80,000 
1815 to 1817....| 106,600 /25 ,, 26,600 | 32,000 _— 17,000 | 80,000 
1817 to 1819...-| 106,600 |25 ;, 26,600 34,000) 34,070} 12,000 | 80,000 
4 captured 
by 
: Cruisers. 
1910 to 1896....| 108,000 (25 ,, 25,800 | $9,000) 87, 1,200 | 77,200 
‘ ded + ee] $25,000 25 ,, $1,000 | 40,000) 50, 4,000 | 94,000 
to 1835....| 78,500 [2s ,, 19,600 | 40,000) 15. 8,900 | 58,900 
. 1895 to 1840.,..| 185,800 (26 ,, 83,900 | 29,000)65,000, 7,000 |101,600 
No, 2. 
MEMORANDA of the Number of Staves computed to have been 
Exported and Imported Westward from Africa, from 1840 
to 1848, 
Average Casualties | a 
Total 
— en er vere \Imported Imported |Captured ; Amount 
DATE, si ; _ into into by of 
eres ie i Sp anish | Brazil. | Cruisers.| Slaves 
Haan i simownt. Cabonles. Imported. 
ne eo] 64,114 (25 percent, 16,068 | 14,470 | 30,000 3.616 48,086 
‘| 45007 |e5,, 11,274 | 11.837 | 16,000 | 5,966 | 33,893 
1n4@ ..| 29,400 ‘25 4 7,100 | 3,150 | 14,200 | 3,950 | 21,300 
1843 .. paige 6 yp 13.765 | 8,000 | 30.500 | 2.707 | 41,297 
1944 ., ee 19,525 |. 10,000 | 26,000 | 4,577 | 40,577 
1845 ,. rt Se 9,189 | 1,850 | 22,700 | 3.519 | 27,560 
1848...) 76,117 [25 , 19.029 | 1,700 | 62,600 | 2,788 57,088 
1847 |. 84.386 | be 21,089 | 1,500 | 57,800 | $8,967 63,267 























2. That during the progress of the present year the slave-trade has 


_ been in a state of unusual vigour and activity. 
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» Aealong, to this 


3. That from the end of the year 1845, down to the present aided: 
the strength and efficiency of the British preventive squadron have 
been raised to a point never before attained, and that squadron has 
been supported by the squadrons of France and the United States, 
- according to treaties. 

4. That the total number of negroes liberated by British cruisers, in 
the years 1846 and 1847, scarcely exceeded four per cent. of the slaves 
carried off from Africa in those years, as estimated according to the table 
affixed to the first resolution. 

$. That during the years 1846 and 1847, and during the progress of 
the present year, the price of slaves in Brazil has experienced a pro- 
. gressive and very considerable decline, 

‘6: That the actual direct expenditure connected with the suppression 


. of the slave-ade appears at present to be not less than £650,000 per 


annum, without taking into account, on the one hand, the share of 

and charges for the non-effective service, which may 

n of the active service, nor, on the other, the question 

_ of what proportion of the naval force it may be necessary to maintain for 
the ion of commerce. 

7. That the African slave-trade of Brazil has been attended with very 

t, and that itis now conducted with an amount of organisation, 

a a degree of confidence in the success of its adventures, such as 

ve been before a, to the efforts of the nations engaged in 

r pit 












some degree affected by foreign interference, and at times restrained by 
the exertions of the governments of Cuba and Brazil, have been mainly 
governed by the demand for the products of slave-labour in the markets 
of Europe, r 

"9 That the admission of slave-grown sugar to conighdysledl in this 


country has tended, by greatly increasing the demand for that description 


of produce, so to stimulate the African slave-trade, as to render an effec- 
tual check more difficult of attainment than at any former period. 

10. That the sufferings and mortality of slaves in the barracoons and 
in the middle passage are appalling to humanity, and the intensity of 
the sufferings, and the amount of the mortality, are unexampled in the 
history of the slave-trade. 

11. That in the uncertainty under which the Committee labour, 
whether any recommendations which they might make would be accepted 
by the Government and Parliament, they have not thought it advisable 
to take into consideration, at this late period of the session, an alteration 
of the policy heretofore pursued for the suppression of the slave-trade. 
The Committee have been induced to adopt this course, from a wish not 
to weaken or embarrass the Executive Government during the recess, 
but they cannot conclude, without urging upon the immediate attention 
of the Government the difficulties and embarrassments which attach to 
the present position of the subject. 

12. That the Committee is of opinion that it is expedient that this 
Committee should be re-appointed at the commencement of the next 
session of Parliament. 

10th August, 1848. 

The Committee do not feel it to be necessary to offer any com- 
ment on these resolutions further than to observe, that they fully 
justify the course which they have recommended to be pursued, 
with a view to the suppression of the slave-trade, and corroborate 
the opinions they have felt it to be their duty so frequently to 
submit-to the Government, the legislature, and the people of this 
country. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY IN 
SLAVE-TRADE, 


RELATION TO THE 


Convinced tbat the suppression of the foreign African slave-trade 
was not to be expected by the mere employment of force, but 
rather that its horrors were aggravated, without its extent being 
diminished thereby, the Committee, long since, felt it to be their 
duty to express their opinion on the subject, and to suggest to 
Government the necessity of directing their attention to other, and, 
as they believe, better modes of dealing with so gigantic an evil. 
In October, 1846, the Committee presented a memorial to Lord 
John Russell on the subject, in which they reviewed the whole 
question, and, as they think, fully established the position 


‘‘ That, so long as slavery exists, there is no reasonable prospect of the 
annihilation of the slave-trade, and of extinguishing the sale and barter of 
human beings; and that the extinction of slavery and the slave-trade 
will be attained most effectually by the employment of those means which 
are of a moral, religious, and pacific character.”’ 


In concluding that memorial they say :—_ 


‘‘ First.—The Committee earnestly trust that her Majesty’s Govern. 
ment will recall the cruisers from the coast of Africa, and abandon a 
scheme of coercive suppression which has been found, in operation, 
powerless for good, and productive of tix ay and great evils. In recom- 
mending this course, the Committee feel that it is equally called for by _ 
justice and benevolence. A large annual expenditure BT toHéy an and of 
life on the coast of Africa cannot be justified, when no end is really 
secured, but that of giving intensity to the miseries of the African slaves. 
The Spanish colonies and Brazil will continue to feed their plantations 
with new victims, in proportion to the increasing demands of commerce ; 
and this country, it is now evident, cannot prevent them. To withdraw, 
then, from a useless conflict is necessary, and cannot be dishonourable. 
Should the Government, in view of all the facts of the case, resolve upon 
this step, the Committee would urgently recommend, that the funds that 
will be saved thereby, may be applied to the development of the free 
produce of British India, If, in any part of the British empire; ‘the 
means of competing with slave-labour produce in the markets of the 
world can. be found, it will be found there. Possessed of boundless 
resources, both of soil and labour, all that is required is, that its méans 
of internal transit should be perfected; the irrigation of its cultivable 
lands secured ; its labour freed from all unjust restrictions, and that those 
great public works, the importance of which is universally admitted, 
should be prosecuted, in order to secure to the capitalist and to the farmer 
the fair reward of their risks and their toil. Were these things attended 
to, without unnecessary delay, there would be no necessity for transporting, 
at an enormous cost, the labourers of India to the British colonies, for 
the cultivation of sugar. The delta of the Godavery and the valley of 
the Ganges would supply that article in the greatest abundance, and at 
the smallest cost. 
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«6 Secondly. —The Committee respectfully suggest that her Majesty’s 
Government should require the liberation of all slaves introduced into 
the Spanish colonies and Brazil, contrary to the faith of treaties, and 
who are entitled by the law of those countries, as well as by treaty, to 
their liberty, without delay and without restriction. This would strike 
a blow at the root of the evil. The negotiations which Lord Palmerston 
formerly opened with the Spanish Government on this subject, and which 


‘it is evident his lordship intended to apply to the Brazilian also, 


produced the most salutary effects. Though these negotiations were 
suspended during the period of Lord Aberdeen’s tenure of office, they 
were never formally abandoned; and it is now hoped they will be 
renewed, and prosecuted with the vigour which their importance demands. 
Great Britain is, the Committee affirm, the guardian of freedom of the 
-vast multitudes of Africans who have been illegally introduced into the 
Spanish colonies and Brazil; and by exhibiting herself as such, in the 
eyes of the world, as she ought to do, she will do more to break up the 
atrocious system of slavery, and its horrible adjunct, the slave-trade, 
than perhaps by any other means now within her power. 

‘*Thirdly.-The Committee would further suggest, that measures 
should be adopted in relation to Africa, which should facilitate the 
operations of free labour on that continent. At present, even the British 
settlements do not enjoy the same commercial advantages with this country 
as foreign states, in respect to the produce which they do or can raise. 
This anomaly in our commercial code the Committee trust will be remedied 
as early as possible, and that every kind of produce from the British 
African settlements will be admitted to the home markets on the same 
duties as those from the British colonies, and from British India. The 
Government, the Committee are persuaded, possess the means, and they 
most earnestly hope they will be inclined to use them, for the overthrow 
of slavery, and the establishment of freedom throughout the world.’’ 


In consequence of propositions of the most objectionable kind 
having been entertained by the Select Committee on the Slave- 
Trade, which they believed would legalise and extend the slave- 
trade if they were adopted, the Committee felt it to be necessary 
once more to call the attention of Government to the power which 
it possessed over Brazil and Spain, by virtue of its treaties with 
them, both in relation to slavery and the slave-trade. They there- 
fore presented their case in a memorial to Lord Palmerston, in 
October, 1848, and re-asserted the right of this country to demand 


‘ the liberation from slavery of all Africans, who, contrary to the 


stipulations of treaties and municipal law, had been illicitly and 
illegally introduced into their territories and colonies respectively. 
From documents laid before Parliament it clearly appears, that all 
Africans imported into Brazil since the period of its independence 
are entitled to freedom ; at all events, the Brazilian Government has 
not the shadow of a pretence for holding in slavery any Africans 
imported since the 13th of March, 1830. In reference to those 
fraudulently imported into the Spanish colonies, it is equally clear 
that all are entitled to their liberty who have been carried into 
Cuba and Porto Ricéo since the 30th of October, 1820. In the 
correctness of this view both Lord Palmerston and Lord Aberdeen 
concur, Now it must be obvious, that if, in this way, an attack 
be made on Brazilian and Spanish slavery, so as to render insecure 
the tenure by which slaves are held, the whole system will be 
shaken to its basis, and the slave-trade will fall with it. As far 
back as 1840, the Committee first directed the attention of Govern- 
ment to this subject, and Lord Palmerston, feeling its justice and 


-importance, submitted to the Spanish Government, through the 


British minister at Madrid, the.draft of a Convention, for securing 
the object proposed ; but, before he could bring the negotiation to a 
elose, a change of ministry took place, and, on the engagement of 
the Spanish Goyernment to provide effectual measures for the 


‘ extinction of the slave-trade, Lord Aberdeen, his successor in office, 


was led to suspend further proceedings. The demand, however, 
and created great alarm among the slaveholders of Cuba, who to 
this day fear that it may be renewed. 

_In pressing upon Government the duty of making the demand 


referred to, upon Brazil and Spain, the Committee felt that it was 


perfectly just aud reasonable in itself; that it was competent for 
the Government to make it; and that, if it were formally done, 
and vigorously followed up, it would not only secure the abolition 


_of the Brazilian and Spanish slave-trade, but rescue multitudes of 
‘Africans from the degradation and sufferings of slavery, in a 


manner perfectly consistent with good faith, the national honour, 
the stipulations of treaties, the inws of Brazil and Spain, and the 
highest interests of humanity. 

In pursuing their object the Committee have laid the Ps case 
before both Houses of Parliament, by petitions and otherwise. 
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They have called upon the legislature to give their earnest support 
to the proposed demand, and have suggested that should Brazil 
and Spain either attempt to evade it, or to procrastinate its strict 
fulfilment, in that case it should be notified to. them, that measures 
would be adopted to exclude their produce from the British 
markets, until slavery itself be abolished throughout their respective 
dominions. The Committee have also appealed to the country to 
sustain them in their movement against the slave-trade, and they are 
gratified in being able to state that wherever the facts of the case 
have become known, their efforts have been seconded by petitions 
to Parliament, and, in some cases, by memorials to Government. 

Among the places which the Secretary has visited, in which public 
meetings have been held and petitions adopted, are the following : 

inLdskeard, Kingsbridge, Totness, Exeter, Bristol, Rochester, 
Chelmsford, Birmingham, Berkhampstead, Gloucester, W orcester, 
Colchester, Ipswich, Woodbridge, Norwich, Cambridge, St. Ives 
(Hunts), Houghton, Saffron Walden, Brighton, Darlington, Sun- 
derland, North Shields, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Carlisle, Belfast, 
Armagh, and Dublin. From the information obtained in these 
and other places, the Committee are persuaded that Government 
would be thoroughly sustained in making the proposed demand, 

and in enforcing it in the way proposed. 


COOLIE IMMIGRATION INTO THE BRITISH WEST INDIA 
COLONIES. 


The West India colonies into which Coolies, the natives of 
India, have been imported, under the sanction of Government, are 
Jamaica, British Guiana, and Trinidad. In their last Report the 
Committee gavea general summary, founded on the papers laid 
before Parliament, of the total number of immigrant labourers 
which had been introduced into these colonies respectively, from 
1834 to 1847. They now proceed to give some additional parti- 
culars, from which it will appear, that during the years 1844, 
1845, 1846, and 1847, there were introduced into 


Famaios . si cc.dsccccusecwesss +s ge 0908 Coolies. 
British Guiana... vssese eereseeese te 12,177 
Trinidad Trrerrererey er ee ee ee 6,734 





25,843 

No Indian immigration took place into Jamaica during 1847 and 
1848, in consequence of the House of Assembly of that colony 
having declined to provide the necessary funds for that purpose ; 
but it was understood that Government had authorised the further 
introduction of 5,000 Coolies into British Guiana, and 1,000 into 
Trinidad, in 1847-8. Of these it would appear that 2,548 had 
been despatched to Guiana, and 1,024 to Trinidad. In the 
beginning of 1848 the West India Committee represented to 
Government the inability of the colonies to provide funds for any 
further immigration, and measures were consequently adopted to 
relieve the immigration agents in India from their. duties, at the 
end of the quarter ending the 3lst of March, last year. In fact, 
the whole scheme of Indian immigration into the West Indies has 
proved a costly failure, and been attended with a mortality so 
frightful, and immoralities so degrading, as to involve all parties in 
disgrace who have participated in it. 


AFRICAN EMIGRATION. 


The permission to convey emigrants from the British settlements 
in Africa was first granted in 1840. The number reported to have 
been,taken thence to Jamaica, British Guiana, and Trinidad, in 
1840, 1841, and 1842, was 4,045, on private speculatian. Towards 
the close of 1842, emigrants ceased to be obtainable. In 1843, 


, | Government took the matter up, and despatched certain transports 


to Africa, which conveyed to the West Indies 2,187 emigrants. 
Besides these, 368 were taken thither by. private vessels. ‘This 
degree of success, however, was not sufficient to justify the con- 
tinuance of the experiment, and the transports were, by the wish 
of the local authorities, relinquished. After this period private 
ships were licensed, and about 1,890 emigrants were removed to 
the colonies by them ; but now it became evident that 7 none of the 
resident population ‘oni emigrate,.- and. the number of libe 
Africans became gradually so small that shipowners’ ceased to 
their vessels to Sierra Leone for this PUNpORe, ok 0 coast was 
then thought of, and ber Majesty’s steamer 77 ou 

fitted up for the service ; but after two, @) a erin 

of which she took her complement of emig: 

composed exclusively of liberated A) 
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mode of conveyance was also abandoned. A cons{derable number 
of captured slavers having been brought into Sierra Leone, the 
Government authorised the Emigration Commissioners to take up 
four vessels for Jamaica, four for British Guiana, and two for 
Trinidad, with instructions that they were to call, first, at Sierra 
Leone ri liberated Africans, and if none were forthcoming, to 
proceed to the Kroo coast, for the purpose of obtaining emigrants 
from that country. The inducement offered by the Government 
to shipowners was to guarantee the payment of a certain minimum 
sum, whatever the amount of emigrants embarked, and to place on 
board of each vessel a naval officer, to be paid by a gratuity for 
each voyage, £150. Two of these vessels have sought for emi- 
grants on the Kroo coast, but, as the Committee predicted, none of 
free condition were to be found; they consequently sailed for the 
West Indies, without a single emigrant on board. A large portion 
of the expenses connected with these transactions will fall on the 
British Treasury, and henceforth it is determined that the convey- 
ance of liberated Africans to the West Indies shall be paid from the 
same source. 


MADEIRA EMIGRATION. 


The Committee have no returns on which they can place reliance, 
to show the extent to which emigration from Madeira to the 
British West Indies has been carried. The imperfect returns laid 
before Parliament, for 1846 and 1847, show that 9,730 were 
imported into British Guiana, during those two years; that 725 
were introduced into Trinidad ; 4,762 into St. Vincent; 574 into 
Grenada ; 1,068 into Antigua; 164 into Dominica; 85 into St. 
Kitts; and 417 into Nevis. For the year 1848 no returns have yet 
been published. 


MORTALITY OF THE IMMIGRANTS, 


The details connected with this subject are of the most painful 
and startling kind. Every class of immigrants has suffered,—the 
Portuguese most, next to them the coolies, and next to them the 
liberated Africans, They have died from disease, neglect of 
hospital treatment, want of proper shelter and care, not by 
hundreds, but by thousands; and the accounts which the Com- 
mittce continue to receive of their wretched and suffering condition 
is truly heart-rending. They have done what they could, first, 


_ to prevent ‘an immigration into the colonies, which they foresaw 
would be attended with the most deplorable consequences ; and, 


secondly, to expose the facts connected with it, as they have 


arisen; but they regret to say, that such is the apathy displayed 
"by the House of Commons on this subject, that not a single member 
‘has directed his attention to it; and the consequence is, that the 


most frightful abuses are allowed to pass unquestioned, and evils 
which should be promptly remedied are suffered to continue. 


COOLIE EMIGRATION TO MAURITIUS. 


The number of immigrants ‘said to have been imported into 
Mauritius, from 1834 toj,1842, amounted to 27,233; and from 
1843 to’ the end of March, 1848, exclusively under Government 
direction, 69,150,—in all, 96,383. The proportion which the 
women bore to the men, was 13,284 of the former, to 83,099 of 
the latter. This frightful disparity of the sexes shows that the 


- immigration has been carried on without any reference to moral 


considerations, or the social elevation and happiness of the parties 
introduced, at the public expense, to the island. The mortality 
which has accompanied the emigration of coolies from India to 
Mauritius, from 1848 to the end of March, 1848, is stated in 
the returns to be as follows:—Died on the passage, 1,283; in the 
civil hospital, on their arrival, 296; and after entering service, 
6,027,—in all, 7,606. The canlgration of coolies from India to 
the West Indies having been suspended, it has been proposed to 
increase it to Mauritius, if the necessary funds can be raised for 
that purpose, from £6,000 to £9,000 per annum. 


COLONIAL LEGISLATION. 


The Committee have paid the most anxious attention to the laws 
which have been passed by the colonial legislatures in relation to 
and servants, vagabondage, and other kindred subjects, 

ew of guarding the rights of the labourers, and saving 








ed in Mauritius, in 1847, in relation to the 
@ most objectionable kind. Among other 
igt the immigrants of both sexes, brought to 
Fexpense, should be bound to serve a planter 
gars, or pay a monthly tax; and that he 





or she should not be permitted to leave the colony without a pass- 
port, until the five years’ industrial residence were. finished, except 
on the payment of a tax of 30s. for each year wanting in the 
period of industrial residence. The immigrants were to be regis- 
tered in particular districts, and to be found out of them without a 
pass was to be regarded as an act of vagabondage. Besides this, 
the regulations were of the most vexatious and irritating kind, and 
the penalties to be inflicted, in case of non-fulfilment, of a harsh 
and oppressive character. In consequence of the opposition shown 
to it, the ordinance was passed for one year only. The East India 
Company took substantially the same objections to the law as did 
the Committee, and Government has engaged that the monthly 
tax shall not be leviable on the immigrants, but on any master 
employing them without a stamped engagement, otherwise the 
Directors were of opinion that it might become a means of extor- 
tion and oppression. 

The Committee have nothing new to report in relation to Jamaica 
or Guiana, the laws remaining as last year; but they have to 
denounce an attempt, on the part of the Trinidad Legislative Assem- 
bly, to reduce the immigrant labourers to a condition little better 
in any, and worse in some respects, than were the slaves previously 
to emancipation. For particulars of this daring attempt the Com- 
mittee refer to the memorial which they forwarded to Lord Grey, 
in January of the present year. Since then they learn that an 
ordinance has passed the Council, and is now before the Govern- 
ment, for the sanction or the disallowance of the Crown. The 
Committee sincerely trust, the obnoxious ordinance will not be 
permitted to become law. Nothing, they are persuaded, requires 
more careful watching than colonial legislation. If allowed to 
take the course which the planters desire, it will soon become as 
tyrannical as were the old slave codes before emancipation. - 


PROCEEDINGS OF GOVERNMENT IN RELATION TO BRITISH 
SUBJECTS HOLDING SLAVES IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


In consequence of the extent to which British capital had been 
invested in foreign slaveholding countries, in mining operations 
and plantations of various kinds, an Act (6 and 7 Vict., cap. 98,) 
was passed in 1842, which made it unlawful for any British 
subject, wherever he or she may be, to be employed in dealing, 
or in trading in, purchasing, selling, bartering, or transfering 
slaves, excepting under the special circumstances pointed out in 
the Act. The Act went into operation on the Ist of November, 
1848. Every violation of the Act is declared to be a felony, and 
is punishable by transportation. 

Previously to the enactment of this statute, British Sinbtiqnazies 
residing abroad were forbidden by Government, under any 
pretence whatsoever, to hold or hire slaves for domestic purposes ; 
and, subsequently to its passing, instructions have been given to 
them not to administer to the effects of British subjects, among 
which slaves are found, and to notify to them that the taking of 
slaves in payment of debts is unlawful, and will subject them to 
the penalties of the law. 

Notwithstanding the stringency of the law, and of the instruc- 
tions given, there is reason to believe that purchases of slaves for 
mining operations, as well as other purposes, have been, and are 
made by British subjects, and that a large amount of capital is 
annually employed by them in fostering the slave-trade, and 
extending the system of slavery. The difficulty, however, exists 
in obtaining legal evidence against them, and in bringing them for 
trial before a British tribunal. It is necessary that Government 
should obtain authority from foreign states to seize, and send home 
for trial, all British subjects acting in contravention of the law, in 
order that a stop may be put to their nefarious and illegal pro- 
ceedings. 

From information which has come to the knowledge of the 
Committee, there is every reason to believe that the slaves belong- 
ing to several mining companies in this country are treated with 
barbarous inhumanity, and that had they not contrived by frauds 
of various kinds to obtain fresh slaves, they must have abandoned 
their operations before this. 


THE EMANCIPATED COLONIES. 


The intelligence which the Committee have received from the 
Colonies during the past year is of a mixed character. The effects 
produced by the Sugar Act of 1846 have been of a most disastrous 
kind, and the cause of much suffering. In many directions the 
planters have not been able to carry on the cultivation of their 
estates for want of means ; and, in others, the fear of being unable 
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to compete with the sugar growers of Cuba and Brazil has para- 
lysed. their exertions, and limited the extent of cultivation. The 
following statement willshow the diminution in the imports of sugar 
from British possessions during the last year, as compared with 
that which preceded it. 1847:—Sugar imported from the British 
West Indies, 3,199;821 cwts.; from Mauritius, 1,193,571 cwts. ; 
from British India, 1,407, 154 ewts.—in all, 5,800,546 cwts. :— 
1848, imports from the British West Indies, 2,797,224 cwts. ; 
from Mauritius, 866,021 cwts.; from British India, 1,350,977 cwts. 
—in all, 5,014,222 cwts. ‘The decrease in the imports of last year 
amounts to 786,324 cwts., and the prospect for the present year is 
yet more gloomy. The total quantity of sugar, including foreign, 
imported in 1847, was 8,209,527 cwts.; in 1848, 6,871,468 cwts. 
The total quantity, including foreign, entered for home consump- 
tion, in 1847, was 5,790,757 cwts.; in 1848, 6,162,621 cwts. In 
consequence of the drought which prevailed last year in Cuba, the 
supply from that island will be short during 1849. Coupled with 
the Sugar Act of 1848, which gives the British planters the advan- 
tage of a differential duty until 1854, this fact will prove advan- 
tageous to them, by giving them an additional price for their 
produce. 

The effects of the pressure on the planters have been felt by the 
emancipated classes. There has been less demand for their labour, 
and the wages paid to them have been considerably diminished. 
Another cause has also operated injuriously to them—namely, the 
immense importation of immigrants which has taken place from 
India, Africa, and Europe. These strangers have, to a great extent, 
taken the place of the Creole labourers on the estates, and the 
consequence has been that they are less able than formerly to con- 
tribute to the education of their children, or to the various religious 
establishments in the colonies. Besides this, they have been 
subjected to a weight of taxation, of a most unjust character, in 
favour of objects into which their interests do not enter, but to 
which they stand opposed. Nevertheless, the Committee have 
reason to believe that, as a whole, the emancipated classes are 
making substantial progress, and that, to use the language of the 
governor of Jamaica, in a late despatch, “ whilst, on the one hand, 
he is perfectly certain that there is no disaffection to the Govern- 
ment amongst them, and entertains confident expectations that, 
if they are treated with thorough fairness and complete justice, 
they will make an admirable peasantry; he has also a strong 
persuasion that measures of violence, of intimidation, of distrust, 
of indirect oppression or delusive injury, would lead to fatal and 
destructive consequences.” In the commendation and the warning 
the Committee alike concur. 


DISUSE OF SLAVE PRODUCE, 


It gives the Committee sincere gratification to find that a growing 
interest is felt, in various parts of the country, in the disuse of 
slave-grown productions, and that measures are being taken to 
meet the demand for the various articles required fur domestic 
purposes, the produce exclusively of free labour. It is extremely 
satisfactory to know that the cultivation of cotton in British India 
is likely to be extended, its quality improved, and its conveyance 
to port for shipment facilitated by the construction of railroads. 
It also appears that this country may expect supplies of cotton 
from Port Natal, from Australia, and the West Indies, of qualities 
equal, if not superior, to the very best obtained from the United 
States. The Committee are most anxious that the friends of the 
Society should encourage this movement, and strengthen the hands 
of all who are labouring by this means to diminish the extent and 
lessen the horrors of slavery and the slave-trade. 


FOREIGN PROCEEDINGS. 
UNITED STATES, 

It is impossible, within the limits of an Annual Report, to do 
more than barely glance at the present position of the anti-slavery 
cause in the United States. The last year has been one of more 
than ordinary excitement and labour to the abolitionists of that 
country; and, it may be added, of more than ordinary success. 
If the signs of the times can be at all interpreted, the doom of 
slavery in the great North American Republic is not far distant. 
The conviction seems to be almost universal, that slavery is a great 
moral, social, and political evil, and that the country will never 
assume its proper position among the nations, nor realise the 
expectations of its best friends, until this foul iniquity be utterly 
put away. For this, all earnest and conscientious men are labouring. 
The great question of the abolition of slavery has been carried 





into every church organisation, into every social circle, into the halls 
of the state legislatures, and into Congress itself. The churches are 
agitated, and, in many instances, broken into parts,—the anti-slavery 
separating from the pro-slavery portion of their members. Public 
opinion is rapidly developing itself against slavery ; and this is so 
painfully felt by the slaveholders of the South, that they are well- 
nigh driven to despair. Upon almost every question involving 
human rights, they have been beaten in Congress during its last 
session, notwithstanding that, up to a very recent period, their 
power in the Government and in the Legislature was paramount. 
They now find themselves rapidly falling into a minority. The 
great question which appears to have brought things to a crisis 
is, whether California and New Mexico, the fruits of the iniqui- 
tous and cruel war recently waged against Mexico, shall hence- 
forth be free territory, or whether, like Texas, annexed to the 
United States by fraud and force, they shall become slave States. 
The free States answer, emphatically, No! Public sentiment 
had been sufficiently outraged by the introduction of slavery 
into the free territory of Texas, to consent to its being extended 
thence to the Pacific Ocean. On this point the free and the slave 
States have joined issue; and all parties await the termination 
of the contest with an anxiety which its importance demands. 
In connexion with this movement the free-soil party has been 
formed, and is collecting its forces and concentrating its strength 
on the next presidential election. In the meantime its ener- 
gies ‘and influence will be directed to defeat every attempt to 
extend the empire of slavery. California and New Mexico have 
both protested against the introduction of slavery within their 
boundaries ; and New Mexico has putin» claim for a-large portion 
of Texas, whieks properly belongs to her, and should her claims be 
acknowledged, the limits within which the slave system can 


develop itself will be much abridged. Other great questions have 


found their way into Congress. Among these may be enumerated 
the right of that body to abolish slavery in the district of Columbia, 
and to prohibit the inter-state slave-trade. In reference to the 
former point, a Bill was allowed to be brought into the House of 
Representatives, giving the inhabitants of the district, without 
distinction of colour, the right to decide the question for themselves. 
There can be no doubt of the result whenever that, or any other 
Bill having the same object in view, shall become law. It has 
long been considered a disgrace that Washington, the seat of the 
Federal Government and of the Legislature, should be a great 
slave-market. All parties but those wedded to the slave system, 
or participators in its infamous gains, felt it to be intolerable, and, 
during the last Congress, the municipal body of the city, with two 
exceptions only, presented a petition, in which they strongly 
denounced the inhuman traffic, and prayed for its complete 
abolition. 

The zealous labours of the anti-slavery body, with its increasing 
power in the churches, and over the press,—the movements of the 
free-soilers, composed of many leading men of the two great 
political parties which divide the Union,—the legislation of many 
of the free States in removing the disabilities of the free people of 
colour, and forbidding their various state officers from aiding in the 
capture and restoration of fugitive slaves to their masters, joined 
to the bold and uncompromising manner in which slavery itself has 
been denounced on the floor of Congress,—have driven the Southern 
members to hold a caucus or select meeting, and to issue an address 
to the country, in which they enumerate their griefs; but it has 
fallen powerless on the public ear, and has produced little or no 
effect even in the slave States themselves. The fact is, the public 
conscience is against them; the declaration of independence is 
against them; the heart of every freeman is against them. They 
plead the right of property in their fellow-men, but it is not 
admitted—the more outrageous of them threaten the dissolution of 
the Union, but it is not heeded—and, indeed, many of the slave 
States themselves, such as Delaware, Kentucky, Virginia, Mary- 
land, Missouri, and Tennessee, are beginning to consider whether 
they would not be gainers were they to abandon a system which 
curses the soil, curses their children, prevents the development of 
their resources, the influx of capital and skilled labour, and renders 
them a reproach to freemen. 

In Kentucky there is a great movement going on at the present 
time. The question debated is, ‘‘ whether, in the proposed amend- 
ment of the Constitution, a clause shall or shall not be introduced 
to provide for the abolition of slavery?” ‘Those most anxious for 
the honour and improvement of the State, answer in the affirmative, 
though they are not agreed as to the mode in which the evil shall 
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be removed, he well-known Henry Clay has put his opinion on 
record, In substance it is as follows :—First, emancipation should 
be slow in its operation; secondly, that it is indispensable that the 
emancipated slaves should be removed from the State ; and thirdly, 
that the expenses of their removal should be borne by themselves. 
He proposes that all slaves born after the year 1855 or 1860, shall 
be free on their attaining twenty-five years of age; that then they 
shall be hired out for three years at wages, to form a fund for their 
removal from the State to Liberia in Africa, and to provide for 
their, maintenance there for six months after arrival. In reference 
to the children of those who are to be free at twenty-five years of 
age, he proposes that they shall be regarded as free from their birth, 
but be subject to an apprenticeship until they reach the age of 
twenty-one, and be afterwards liable to be hired out for three years, 
to raise the necessary funds for their transportation to Africa. 

But now let us mark the injustice and brutality of the plan 
proposed :—Mr. Clay says—“ Until the cémmencement of the 
system (tliat is, until the year 1888,) which I am endeavouring to 
sketch, I think all the legal rights of the proprietors of slaves, in 
their fullest extent, ought to remain unimpaired and unrestricted. 
Consequently they would have the right to sell, devise, or remove 
them from the State, and, in the latter case, without their offspring 
being entitled to the benefit of emancipation, for which the system 
provides.” But further, the removal of those who attain the age 
of twenty-eight, in 1888, is to be compulsory, and independent of 
their families. Adverting to this point, Mr. Clay says:—‘‘ Colo- 
nisation will be attended with the painful effect of the separation 
of the colonists from their parents, (that is, of those born before 
1860, whom he dooms to die in slavery,) and, in some instances, 
from their children; but from the latter it will be only tempo- 
rary, as they will follow and again be re-united.” To console 
them for this forced separation, or rather as an apology for its 
cruelty, he adds:—‘It will be far less distressing than what 
frequently occurs in the state of slavery, and will be attended 
with the animating encouragement that the colonists are trans- 
ferred from a land of bondage and degradation for them, toa land 
of liberty and equality.” 

’ The Committee can scarcely allow themselves to designate this 
enormous scheme of outrage and wrong, in terms befitting its gross 
injastice and inhumanity ; ; but what better scheme could be expected 
fronra mai whose ability and influence have always been exerted 
against the freedom and the elevation of the coloured race in the 
United States? He would emancipate the slave in order to expa- 
triate him; otherwise he would leave him and his posterity in 
perpetual bondage. This is his language :—‘‘ The colonisation of 
the free blacks, as they successively arrive, from year to year, at 
the age entitling them to freedom, I consider a condition absolutely 
indispensable. Without it, I should be utterly opposed to any 
scheme of emancipation.” 

’ Mr. Clay is a slaveholder, and president of the American 
Colonization Society, and this fact will account for his putting 
forth, at this time, his pseudo scheme of emancipation. No one, 
however, believes it will be accepted, or that it is practicable. Its 
only value will be found in the proof it gives that men are moving 


_ in the slave States themselves towards abolition. 


In connexion with the general anti-slavery movement in the 
United States, Societies have been formed for the disuse of slave- 
labour produce, and the encouragement of the growth of articles 
produced exclusively by freemen. Though but in their infancy, 
they are doing a good work, and the Committee trust they will 
be encouraged to persevere in their generous and self-denying 
labours. Every weapon that can be legitimately brought to bear 
on slavery, should be used ; they, therefore, hail with satisfaction 
every coadjutor in the great field of anti-slavery enterprise. 

One more point remains to be noticed, and that is, the growing 
facilities which are afforded, in various directions, to the poor 
fugitive sluves, flying from fa oppressions of their masters. In 
several parts of the United States, associations exist to help them 
out of slavery, and to defeud them in case of pursuit. There can 
‘be no doubt that large numbers of slaves obtain their freedom 
every year by this means, and are either protected in the free 
States, or, where this is impracticable, forwarded to Canada. In 
albiding to this point, as an argument in favour of his scheme of 


'. emancipation, Mr. Clay says:-—‘‘ Vast numbers of slaves have 


fled from most of the counties of Kentucky, from the mouth of 
Big Sandy to the mouth of Miami, and the evil has increased aud 
is inckeasing. Attempts to recover the fugitives lead to most 
painful and irritating collisions. Hitherto, countenance and 








assistance to the fugitives have been chiefly afforded by persons 
in the State of Ohio; but it is to be apprehended, from the pro- 
gressive opposition to slavery, that, in process of time, similar 
facilities to the escape of slaves would be found in the States of 
Illinois and Indiana. By means of railroads, Canada can be 
reached from Cincinnati in twenty-four hours.”” But not only from 
the border slave States are the escapes of slaves frequent, they 
sometimes find their way from those in the interior, and after 
incredible privations and sufferings are, at length, rewarded with 
freedom in provinces governed by the British Crown. In Canada, 
the number of fugitive slaves is variously estimated at from 15,000 
to 20,000; and the Committee are happy to report, that they are 
worthy of the protection afforded them. 


FRANCE, 


The Committee, in their last Report, intimated that the Provi- 
sional Government of France had decreed the abolition of slavery 
throughout all the French colonies and possessions abroad; this 
important decree received the full sanction of the National 
Assembly of France on the 18th of Sept. last. From henceforth, 
all persons born within tle limits of the Republic, or domiciled 
therein, are free from the degradation of personal slavery. This 
decision in favour of universal liberty affirms the rights of nature, 
the claims of justice, and the obligations of the Divine law. It is 
the act of a great people, anxious to repair the injustice and inhu- 
manity of past generations, and to open to the most abject and 
oppressed portion of our race the way of intellectual, moral, and 
social improvement. Future ages willshow the wisdom of this act, 
and afford another demonstration that what is right in morals is 
also true in policy. In the meantime, it offers a great lesson to 
the United States, to Brazil] and to Spain, in whose territories and 
colonies there languish in bondage, the victims of unspeakable suf- 
terings, millions of innocent human beings, whose liberty has not 
been forfeited by crime, but has been wrested from them by force 
and fraud, under the sanction of laws which are a disgrace to all 
civilised communities. The number of slaves that have obtained 
their freedom in the French colonies ranges between 250 and 
300,000. 

It isa remarkable fact that the slaves in the French colonies 
were not only put in possession of personal freedom and civil rights 
by the decree of emancipation, but that by the general electoral 
law of France they have become possessed of the elective fran- 
chise, and, in conjunction with their ci-devant masters, are now 
represented in the legislature of that country. 

The French National Assembly, on the 16th day of April last, 
passed a law of indemnity to the former proprietors, by which 
90,000,000 francs were granted, payable by ten annual instalments 
of 12,000,000 annually for the first four years, 10,000,000 for the 
fifth y@ar, 8,000,000 annually for the three succeeding years, and 
4,000,000 annually for the last two years. A moiety of the 
indemnity to be paid in cash to the colonies of Martinique, Guada- 
loupe, and the Isle of Réunion (Bourbon), in which the colo- 
nists are to receive shares equal to the amount of their proportionate 
shares in the indemnity. 


DENMARK. 


The Committee intimated, in their Report last year, that means 
had been taken for the prospective abolition of slavery in the 
Danish colonies. Since then, important events have taken place, 
and it is now understood that the king of Denmark has sanctioned 
the proclamation of freedom issued by General Von Scholten on 
the 3rd of July last. Whether any and what modifications 
of the rules established at that time for the government of the 
labourers have been made, the Committee are ignorant; but they 
feel persuaded that the restrictions which they place on them must 
be removed, to secure their confidence, and lead them to a cheerful 
obedience to the laws. The following are the regulations alluded 
to, viz. :— 

“Art. 1. The agrarian labourer is not permitted to enter a town 
without a passport from the employer for whom he: labours, and the 
employer shall give passports only to those who shall have worked steadily 
on the estate. 

** Art. 2. Every agrarian labourer shall hire himself for three months, 
and have two dollars per month for wages, with a house, food, and 
provision grounds, and the privilege of cutting grass and burning coal, 
but shall be bound to work from sunrise to five o’clock p.m., every day, 
except on Saturday and Sunday. 

‘* Art. 3. Country labourers are not permitted to come to the towns 
with articles for sale, without a passport and a certificate from their 
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employer that the goods to be sold are bond fide the property of the 
bearer. Any person buying from a labourer who has not both passport 
and certificate, will be subject to a penalty of five dollars.’’ 


The Committee deeply regret to say that the advent of freedom 
in the Danish colonies has been attended with disorder and blood- 
shed. It would appear that the slaves in St. Croix, impressed 
with the idea that they were made free, but that their freedom was 
withheld, assembled in a tumultuous manner to demand it. Fearing 
the consequences, General Von Scholten, in accordance with the 
secret instructions he is said to have received from the king, issued 
a proclamation announcing the emancipation of all slaves in the 
Danish West India Colonies. As might have been expected, it 
was received with the greatest delight by the negroes; but the 
Irish and Scotch planters threw impediments in the way of its 
realisation ; the militia was called out, and ten or twelve of the 
people killed. Exasperated by this treatment, they set fire to 
several plantations. General Von Scholten, opposed to any violent 
demonstration against the negroes, was compelled to resign his 
Government by the planters, and troops were obtained from Porto 
Rico to coerce them. Before they arrived, however, a large 
number of negroes had. been killed, and those who were caught 
wete brought to speedy ‘trial and shot. In the whole of these 
melancholy proceedings it does not appear that a single white man 
lost his life, or was injured ; a plain proof that unnecessary violence 
was resorted to by those who were determined to retain them in 
slavery. The number of negroes killed during these proceedings 
is variously estimated at from 160 to 300. The Committee trust 
that they will be able to obtain authentic information, both as to 
the events which have transpired, and the legal position in which 
the emancipated slaves have been placed by the decree of the king 
of Denmark. 


PORTUGAL. 


The Committee had hoped to have been able to have reported 
some progress in the anti-slavery cause during the last year. They 
regret, however, to say that, so far as they are informed, no fur- 
ther steps have yet been taken to abolish slavery, either in Portu- 
guese Africa or India. In reference to the slave-trade, they have 
no reason to believe that it is now sanctioned either directly or 
indirectly by the Portuguese Government, yet it is carried on from 
their possessions in Africa to a great extent, and, in some instances, 
evidently with the connivance of the officials, particularly those 
holding subordinate situations. Portugal having no treaties 
with Spain or Brazil for the suppression of the slave-trade, it 
has no power to capture slavers, except within the waters which 
belong to its possessions. The Committee are satisfied that no 
real progress will be made by Portugal towards the extinction of 
the slave-trade, until she sincerely determines upon the abolition 
of slavery throughout her foreign dominions. 


SPAIN. 


The official reports relating to the slave-trade with the Spanish 
colonies indicate the arrival of but few cargoes of Africans into 
them during the last year. The principal cause of this will be 
found in the following extract of a despatch from the British Com- 
missary Judge at Havana, dated Ist January, 1849, who says :— 
‘In my last annual report, dated Ist January, 1848, and a former 
one; I informed your lordship, that though lately a large demand 
for slave labour had arisen, on account of the higher price of sugar, 
yet the demand has been met by a supply of negroes from abandoned 
coffee plantations, to the number then estimated of about 30,000, 
Since then I learn there has been a return made to this Government 
of the number so transferred to sugar estates at 38,000. This supply 
I should think sufficient for the necessities of some years to come.” 
Thatis, as the Committee understand it, the large number of negroes, 
said to be 100,000, thrown on the market by the abandonment of the 
coffee plantations, in consequence of the hurricanes of 1844 and 1846, 

In reference to the slave population of Cuba, Mr. Consul Craw- 
ford gives it as his opinion, that it has not increased since 1841, 
when he alleged that the slaves of that island amounted to 850,000. 
Alluding to the expulsion of the free people of colour, and the means 
taken to destroy the germs of insurrections among the slaves in 1844, 
he says :— 

“Tam disposed to think that not more than 1,000 (free people of 
colour) were expelled, and those chiefly from this city and Matanzas ; 
they were mostly artisans, who, possessing some education and means, 
were thereby considered dangerous. Some few, of the same class, appre- 
hensive of their safety and that of their property, about the same time 








obtained their passports and left the island. A small number (who spoke 


English) went to Jamaica and the Bahamas, but the greatest part took 
passage for Mexico. Secondly, for obvious reasons, the great destruction 


| of human life, by the cruelties inflicted upon the slaves during the terrific 


persecution of 1844, has been concealed as much as possible: but the poor 
wretches were sacrificed in every possible way; crowded into the most 


loathsome prisons and other places of confinement; left to die in the 


stocks and of the wounds inflicted upon them by the direction of merci- 


less fiscals ; and the application of the lash, under which tumbers expired, ° 
from whom no sort of confessions could be extorted—whether they were | 


guilty, or had only been accused, they were: treated just the same, Vast 


' numbers were thus destroyed in every district of the island, besides those 


who were executed publicly under sentence of the military commissions. 


It cannot therefore be expected that a correct account of the mortality so 
caused will ever be published.’’—Slave-Trade Papers, Clase B., 1848, 


page 42. 


Two cargoes of Chinese have been imported into Cuba, about 600. 


in number. It appears, however, that they have shown a deter- 
mination not to work with negroes in the field. Their period of 
contract is six years. Besides these, the Indians taken prisoners in 


the war now raging in Yucatan are sold to the Spanish dealers | 


and taken to Cuba, at twenty-five dollars per head. This traffic, 
the Committee sincerely hope, will be terminated by the interposition 
of the British Government. 


From the Reports of Mr. Consul Lindegren we learn that. 
several expeditions had taken place from Porto Rico to the Dutch . 


colonies of St. Eustatius, St. Martin, and Curacoa, for the purchase 
of slaves. One vessel brought a cargo of between 40 and 60 
slaves, mostly females, who were distributed in small numbers upon 
different estates; two other vessels brought 44; another, 34; and 


three others brought cargoes, the number of which had not been . 
ascertained. The strong representations and remonstrances made, 


both to the Spanish and Dutch authorities, by the British Govern- 
ment, have, the Committee trust, put a period to these disgraceful 
transactions. 

BRAZIL. 


In the absence of official information, which has not yet been 
laid before Parliament, for the past year, the Committee can only 
state that the slave-trade is carried on to an enormous extent, and 
with unheard-of ferocity. Upwards of 60,000 slaves were imported 
into Brazil in 1847, and as large a number during the last yéar. 
Numerous as the captures of slavers, principally under the equip+ 
ment article, have been, it is ascertained, beyond all doubt, that they 
have made no sensible impression on the extent of the slave-trade— 


the only real limit to the supply being the demand, and that is. 


regulated chiefly by the call for slave produce in the European 
markets. 


NORTHERN AFRICA AND THE LEVANT. 


The supply of slaves for the markets in the Levant takes place 
from Tripoli. Nothing can be more deplorable and affecting than 
theaccounts which have come under the attention of the Committee of 
the suffering of the slaves, chiefly women, in their march across the 
Sahara to the port of embarkment. It is hoped, however, that 
the efforts which the Government of this country are now making 


may have the effect of restricting this branch of the horrible traffic 


in human beings. 
CONCLUSION. 
In concluding their Report, the Committee would earnestly call 
upon the friends of the anti-slavery cause throughout the United 
Kingdom to give a free and generous support to the Society, to 


enable it to extend its labours, and to prosecute with increased. 


vigour the noble object which it has in view, viz., the universal 
extinction of slavery and the slave trade. The Committee trust 
that henceforth the abolitionists on the Continent of Europe may 
combine with those of Great Britain in the contest against 


slavery. But, above all, the Committee are most anxious that the. 


various sections of the. Christian church in this and other countries 


should bear a unanimous testimony against slevery, and in favour 


of freedom. To them especially belongs the duty of developing 
the moral sentiments, and awakening the sympathies of mankind ; 


and there can be no doubt that when they shall have performed 


their duty in this respect, the system of slavery, with all its horrib 
accompaniments, will receive its death-blow. Co 





the. 
great cause of human freedom to the Divine blessing, the Committee 


would exhort its friends in every part of the world to renewed 


exertions, until complete success shall have crowned their “labour. 


of love.’”’ 
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The Anti-Slavery Reporter. 


LONDON, FRIDAY, JUNE the lst, 1849. 





The present number of the Reporter contains the record of the 
proceedings of the annual meeting of the British and Foreign Anti- 
slavery Society, held at the Hall of Commerce, on the 21st ulto., 
which we commend to the perusal of our friends who had not the 
advantage of being present on the occasion. 

The points which more particularly demand the attention of 
British abolitionists, at the present time, may be thus stated :-— 


First, The Foreign African slave-trade. It is now placed beyond 
all reasonable doubt, that the fiscal policy of this country, in 
relation to the importation of the slave-produced sugars of Brazil 
and Cuba, has had the double effect of stimulating the slave-trade, 
and of depressing the emancipated colonies ; and that had not the 
legislature, last year, modified the Sugat Act of 1846, the con- 
sequences, both to Africa and to the British colonies, would have 
been still more disastrous. To extinguish the slave-trade by the 
application of an armed force, on the coast of Africa, has been found 
to be impracticable. Sir Charles Hotham, late commander of the 
British squadron on the coast, is understood to have given it as his 
decided opinion, founded upon a large experience, that the plan 
upon which this country has hitherto acted in the suppression of 
the traffic has entirely failed. He is understood also to recommend 
the withdrawal of the cruisers, except so far as may be necessary 
to protect British commerce. Should this withdrawal take place, 
it is absolutely necessary that other modes of suppression should be 
resorted to, unless it be determined to give free course to the 
jaiquitous trade. Our readers are aware of the remedy proposed 
by the Anti-slavery Committee: that remedy is a pacific one; it 
is simple in its character, and direct in its application ; it has the 
merit of being in exact accordance with our treaties with Brazil 
and Spain, and with the laws which these countries have passed 
to give effect to the treaties; it will liberate from slavery vast 
masses of Africans who have been illicitly and illegally introduced 
into the Brazilian territories and the Spanish colonies; it is emi- 
nently practical in its character, and only needs to be supported 
by the weight of public opinion to be successful in its results. For 
particulars we refer to the Abstract of the Report, and more parti- 
cularly to the tract issued by the Committee, entitled, ‘‘ The Slave- 
Trade and its Remedy ;” but, whilst we do so, we would earnestly 
recommend the friends of the anti-slavery cause to exert all their 
influence in support of the plan which it develops. 

Secondly. The disuse of slave-labour produce. There can be no 
doubt that an extensive abandonment, for domestic purpose, of the 
sugars of Brazil and Cuba, and the cotton of the United States, 
would operate most favourably to the cause of freedom. It would 
excite an attention, and create a competition which the slaveholders 
of all countries would regard with dread, because, whilst it lessened 
the demand for the blood-stained produce, it would also be a 
standing moral and social protest against the wicked institution 
which they sustain. This is a field of exertion which all can 
occupy. It may require. some sacrifices at first; but we feel 
assured that they will be more than compensated by the feelings 
to which they will give rise. Every hogshead of slave-grown 
sugar, every bale of slave-grown cotton, every bag of slave- 
grown rice, that can be displaced by the exclusive use of articles 
which are free-grown, will be a gain to humanity, and help to 
break the fetters from the limbs of the outraged slave, and hasten 
the period of universal emancipation. 

“Phirdly. The state of the emancipated colonies, in relation to 
iramigration -and legislation. Whatever apparent advantages 
certain classes may have derived from the influx of hordes of 
barbarous and idolatrous immigrants into the emancipated colonies, 
there can be no doubt that their presence has been the occasion of 
deep injury, and the cause of much demoralisation to the public at 
large. To bring them into the colonies, their treasuries have been 
drained, and enormous taxation has been laid on the native 
labourers. Thus, they have not only had to compete with them 
in the Iabour market, and to find themselves driven from the 
estates to, the culGvetion of small patches of land for their sub- 

but ‘to furnish the means by which their competitors might 
ie Bidughi; from the ends of the earth, to take the bread out of 
theirmouths. We are persuaded that, were all the facts connected 
With “immigration into the colonies fully known to the public, it 
would excite a burst of indignation, which no Government could 


foreign labourers to the colonies, it has been found that to introduce 
them as perfectly free labourers was injurious to the planter’s 
interests, and too costly an operation to be continued. The con- 
sequence has been that the right to choose their employments 
and employers has been withdrawn from them—that they must 
now work for planters or pay a poll-tax—that they are to be kept 
within certain limits—that, when once in, they cannot leave the 
colonies without passports, for which a heavy tax must be paid ; 
and that for every offence they may be punished by imprisonment 
and hard labour in the common gaol. The Anti-slavery Committee 
have laboured strenuously to correct these abuses, and we trust 
that during the coming year, sustained by the sympathy and sup- 
port of the public, they will be able to defeat the schemes which 
are in contemplation for the coercion of the people. 

It is impossible to glance at the facts connected with the history 
of the abolition cause during the past year, without being grateful 
for the great measure of success which has accompanied it, France, 
Denmark, Sweden, and Great Britain now stand before the world 
free from the guilt of slavery and the slave-trade. The example 
which they have set to other countries yet holding multitudes of 
human beings in bondage, cannot fail to influence them powerfully, 
and to stir up the generous spirits within them to exertion. Hol- 
land and Portugal, we sincerely hope, will not long remain in 
arrear ; but will decree the emancipation of the slaves held by their 
subjects in various parts of the world. As to Spain and Brazil, 
we consider that the question, whether slavery shall be maintained 
by them, chiefly depends on the decision of this country. The 
great body of the slaves in their colonies and territories are held 
by no legal title, and in defiance of the most solemn treaties. . To 
demand their liberation is a duty which, it is hoped, Government 
may promptly and efficiently perform. Everything is hopeful in 
the United States. The repeated blows dealt against the slave 
system of that country have been vigorous. The two leading 
American Anti-slavery Societies held their annual meetings in New 
York on the 15th of May last; they appear to have been well 
attended, and to have gone off with spirit,—the progress of the 
anti-slavery cause, during the past year, having been subject of 
sincere congratulation. During the coming year we trust they will 
be able to register yet further triumphs. 





The Select Committee of the House of Commons, appointed to 
consider‘the best means which this country can adopt for the final 
extinction of the slave-trade, have not yet made their report. It is 
understood that they will meet, after the Whitsuntide holidays, to 
consider it. We do not expect that much good will result from 
their labours in this particular, though we attach great importance 
to the evidence collected. One branch of inquiry, however, which 
ought to have engaged attention, was omitted, viz., the extent to 
which British subjects are engaged in fostering the system of 
slavery in foreign countries, and in aiding and abetting the slave- 
trade. We have from time to time produced official evidence, to 
show that some of our manufacturers and merchants are deeply 
implicated in this foul business; but the difficulty of bringing the 
charge home to them by direct legal evidence has been so great, as 
to render conviction next to impossible, or assuredly they would 
have been made, long before this, to feel the penalties of violated 
law. A communication was recently made to the Morning Post, 
which deserves the most attentive consideration. It is as follows— 


‘* Allusion having been made, in your valuable and always important 
city correspondence of Wednesday, to a report which, I trust, is well 
founded, of the intention of the Brazilian Government to grant emanci- 
pation to the slaves, I cannot refrain from addressing a few words to you, 

as the constant and unflinching friend of African and other slaves, in the 
hope that the example of this country, now to be followed by Brazil, may 
have the effect of removing that blot on human nature—the continuance 
of the traffic inslaves. The legislative enactments on this subject prohibit 
Englishmen from purchasing or acquiring slaves in any part of the world. 
Its letter has been kept, for none have been purchased by the mining 
companies in Brazil; but its spirit is openly evaded by the hiring of 
slaves for terms of years. This has been done to an enormous extent 
by the different associations presided over by London capitalists, and 
my attention was particularly drawn to the subject by an article in the 
Mining Journal of last Saturday, in which it was mentioned that the 
mortality amongst the blacks in Brazil was very great. Eight deaths had 
occurred in a fortnight, out of 1,000 persons belonging to a mining com- 
pany. By the published reports it also appears that new slaves were 
daily expected to fill up the death vacancies, to swell the profits of the 
shareholders; and it is stated, that if they had more hands, the returns 





resist. In the yradual development of the schemes fur supplying 


would be considerably augmented. It is, in fact, simply weighing the 
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lives of the blacks against gold, the balance in value being the difference 
in the dividends to the whites at home. If this state of things is to con- 
tinue, it would be far better for the slaves themselves that the Act above 
referred to should be repealed. The companies would be allowed to pur- 
chase slaves, and it is only fiatural to suppose that more care would then 
be taken of these wretched -creatures than of the slaves of others, hired 
for atime. There is some reason, therefore, to believe that the mortality 
would be less, and the slave-trade could not be more encouraged ; for it 
makes no difference whether the blacks, on arrival in Brazil, are pur- 
chased by Englishmen direct, or bought by Brazilians, to let out to the 
companies. Even the Brazilian masters cease to take much interest in 
the slaves when let out for six years’ annual payment, or to care whether 
they live or die. The first three payments always refund their cost. The 
last three are profit, with the reversion of any who survives. It is to this 
most shameful and open evasion of the Act of Parliament on the part of 
these English companies that it is desirable the attention of the logisla- 
ture should be directed, and the hope that this communication in your 
columns may be of service in this respect, induces me to encroach on 
your attention and space.’’ 


Of “ the practices”’ referred to by the correspondent of the Post, 
we have long been aware; but, instead of advising a repeal of the 
law which punishes with transportation any British subject engaged 
in the slave-trade, we would extend its provisions to parties hiring 
slaves under contracts, for any period of time whatever. 

Iu connexion with the communication to the Morning Post, we 
give the following statement, taken from a letter addressed to Lord 
Brougham, by a gentleman who resided three years in Brazil, (the 
greater part of the time at Rio,) and who expresses his conviction, 
that, until the Brazilian Government carry out their own laws for 
the suppression of the slave-trade, it will continue to flourish :— 


‘* Convoys of freshly-imported negroes are to be seen daily on the high 
road from the capital to the provinces of Minas Geraes, Matto Grosso, 
and Goyaz, within three leagues of the metropolis, passing through towns, 
without let or hindrance, under the eyes of the authorities, whose duty it 
is to seize upon and liberate every African imported since 1831. 

‘« Tt may be true that England cannot interfere in the internal govern- 
ment of Brazil; but why are London companies permitted to have estab- 
lishments in that country, where they vie with Brazilian sugar-planters in 
the consumption of Africans ? 

‘* T beg to enclose, for your Lordship’s perusal, the report of an English 
mining company, (St. John del Rey,) of its last year’s operations. There 
are very painful facts in these pages, and some very painful omissions, 
It appears, at page 45, that this company has 1,100 slaves ; and at page 38, 
the number of deaths during the year is given at 59, or 5 1-3rd per eent., 
—an awful mortality, when it is considered that only one person died of 
natural decay. But the most striking item in this fearful list of page 38 
is the deaths of 16 borers. These are all picked men, young, strong, and 
able, from twenty to thirty-five years of age. Referring to page 22, it is 
seen that the average of borers during the year was 194, showing the 
deaths in this class to be 8 1-5th per cent. This bears out a statement in 
a letter lately published in the Morning Post respecting this company, 
‘ that blacks’ lives were weighed against gold, the balance going into the 
pockets of the shareholders.’ 

‘* What. sympathy is shown by the officers of the company for those 
unhappy men, who have died in their service? None. The superinten- 
dent, in his general remarks, beginning at page 41, glorifies himself upon 
the operations and profits of the past year, anticipating brighter results 
for the next; but his only reference to the dead is an indirect and pounds- 
shillings-and-pence reference—that ‘he is taking measures to obtain a 
further addition of hired labourers (slaves), to enable a still larger supply 
of store to be obtained.’ This future is undimmed by the black chronicle 
of the past. 

** Does the head of the mine department, in which rere thirds of the 
dead adults were employed, evince even regret for the loss of these men? 
No; but, at page 19, he coldly calculates the cost of each borer at £10 to 
£11 per month, (of course, to be correct, the losses by death must enter 
into his arithmetic,) and that each would return £19 or £20 worth of 
gold; and he terminates his report by stating, ‘ that nothing can be more 
gratifying than the advancement made and the profits for the future, and 
that the greater the force the greater the profits, in proportion to the ex- 
penses.’ 

‘If it be admitted that England can only by moral influence induce 
the Brazilian Government to give effect to their own Jaws for the sup- 
pression of the slave trade, it cannot be denied that such influence must 
be weakened, if not entirely destroyed, by the fact of a London company 
being one of the largest slave-holders and slave-employers in Brazil; that 
it is increasing its slave-force as fast as possible, to make good losses. by 
death, and enable it to increase its operations; and this in defiance of an 
Act of Parliament, prohibiting all Englishmen, in any part of the world, 
from encouraging, or being in any way concerned with, the traffic in 
Africans.” 

The same remarks apply to'the Anglo-Spanish mining companies, 


who carry on their operations in Cuba. It is an outrage upon the 
sentiments and feelings of the people of this country, that these 
companies should be allowed openly and flagrantly to violate the 
laws of their country. 


We promised in the last Reporter to give our readers some 


its claims on the sympathy and support of British philanthropists. 
The crowded state of our columns must be our apology for delaying 
the article until the appearance of our next number, In the mean- 
time, however, we notice that two meetings have been held in New 
York, of an opposite character,—the one in favour of the American 
Colonisation Society, the other denouncing it us the enemy of the 
coloured race, and Liberia as the Botany Bay, to which they are 
doomed by its partisans. From the Report of the New York 
State Colonisation Society it would appear that it is in a fourishing 
state, the total receipts of the Parent Institution for the last year 
was above 58,000 dollars. At the great mass meeting of the 
coloured citizens, held in New York, the 23rd April last, the 
following resoiutions were unanimously adopied :— 


‘Resolved, That the testimony of our generation of the people of 
colour is entirely, uniformly, and absolutely against the scheme of 
African colonisation, and that this solemn testimony, peculiar to the 
history of this people, should be abundant evidence to all men that we 
will not remove to Africa, except by the exercise of force. 

‘¢ Resolved—That, as natives of the soil, we feel an affinity, an attach- 
ment thereto, which neither injury, oppression, nor insult in the form of 
the American Colonisation Society, or any other similar wicked scheme, 
can destroy, and it is our solemn determination, while life lasts, to be 
neither seduced nor driven from our homes.”’ 


These resolutions were most ably and eloquently sustained by 
Frederick Douglass, C. L. Remond, and the Rev. J. W. C. Pen- 
nington,—all well known in this country,—and others, and were 
designed to counteract the movements of the Rev. Mr. Miller, 
who has recently appeared among us as the advocate of the 
American Colonisation Society. Our friend, Mr. Pennington, has 
just arrived to oppose Mr. Miller, if occasion should require it, 
and will, we trust, meet with a hearty reception from all his old 
friends. He has come laden with information, which, we have no 
doubt, will prove of great service to the cause of freedom. 


‘It will be seen, by reference to anothcr partof the Reporter, 
that the Society of Friends have recently presented an address to 
the Queen, on the subject of slavery and the slave-trade. We are 
informed that they intend to memorialise the heads of other Govern- 
ments implicated in sustaining these creel and oppressive systems. 
If the example were followed with earnestness and zeal by other 


oppressed humanity would result. But many members of the 
Society of Friends desire not only to bear their Christian testimony 
before kings, but, as far as practicable, to discountenance the 
slave system by abstaining from the use of its produce. At 
a meeting of Friends, held at Gracechurch Meeting-house, the 
3ist of 5th month, 1849, to consider what practical measures 
could be best adepted to encourage the use of free-grown produce in 
preference to slave-grown, and to secure the supply of the articles 
through some medium that shall guarantee their being the actual 
produce of free labour, it was agreed to appoint a Committee, 
to see how far the views that have been expressed by Friends 


appointed a Committee to carry the resolution into effect, with 
power to add to their number, viz., Joseph Sturge, Robert 
Allsop, Peter Clare, George William Alexander, Samuel Fox, 


Forster, Josiah Forster, John Dymond, H. Dymond, B. Godlee, 
W. Bennett, Alfred Tyler, John Robson, Edward Richardson, 
Jonathan Priestman, George Richardson, Samuel Alexander, Henry 


now every reasonable prospect of decisive measures being adopted 
for carrying out the object at which we have so long aimed. “We 
cannot doubt that if a regular and adequate supply of the'necessary 
articles can only be secured, that a continually increasing demand 
for free-labour goods will speedily result, and thus a powerful 


slavery and the slave-trade. 











account of Liberia, the American republic in Africa, and to examine. 


religious bodies, we feel assured that great good to suffering and . 


on the subject can best be carried out. The following were - 


John Morland, Thomas Chalk, Thomas Norton, jun., William - 


King, and Thomas: Bevan. We are sincerely glad that there is . 


means will be put into operation for effecting the suppression of 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


The Annual Meeting of the Society was held at the Hall of Commerce, 
on Monday evening, the 21st of May. The attendance was very numerous, 
and the feeling exhibited most encouraging. The chair was taken by G. 
W. Alexander, Esq., and on the platform we observed the Revs. Dr. Alder, 
Dr. Hutton, Dr. Lang, Alexander Crummell, E. Carey, W. Owen, Dove, 
Woodwark, T. Osgood; M. L’ Instant, of Hayti; Messrs. Joseph Sturge, 
Elihu Burritt, Henry Clapp, J. Conder, J. Scoble, J. Soul, J. B. Pease, 
E. Foster, W. Forster, Samuel Sturge, 8. Fox, G. Fox, N. Griffin, S. 
Southall, Wm. Smeal, W. Martin, Joseph Cooper, John Morland, Dr. 
Madden, James Morland, F. Wheeler, J. Brown, J. Dymond, Joseph 
Eaton, W. Beaumont, James Richardson, E. Haynes, &c. &c. 


The CaatrMan expressed his pleasure at seeing so large an attendance 
of the friends of the negro. Never was the anti-slavery cause in a more 
interesting position. Circumstances were transpiring in every part of the 
world obviously tending either to decidedly hasten or retard the abolition 
of slavery and the slave-trade. Many were deeply pained and dis- 
couraged at the increase of the latter, as they believed, through the 
impetus given to it by recent legislation, by which slave-grown sugar 
became issible at reduced duties. A few years ago, however, pros- 
— were far more discouraging. They then met to hear of the frightful 

rbarity practised upon their negro fellow-subjects, and the appalling 
mortality prevalent amongst them. Now, they were constantly receiving 
intelligence of such an improved and improving condition of the eman- 
cipated operatives, as showed they had not laboured in vain. It was felt 
that that improvement would be greatly accelerated by the removal of 
oppressive taxation, and the abolition of the emigration system. That 
the free labourers were by no means indisposed to work, was evident from 
the fact, that the quantity of sugar received from our West India colo- 
nies had steadily and largely increased since the emancipation. At the 
same time, the increase in the importation of slave-labour sugar from 
Cuba and the Brazils was a lamentable fact, involving, as it must, a 
fearful amount of crime, misery, and death. There were yet seven 
millions of slaves, and seven to eight hundred thousand annual victims of 
the slave-trade. Among the several gratifying and encouraging circum- 
stances, was the abolition of slavery in the French colonies by the Pro- 
visional Government, and its subsequent confirmation by the National 
Assembly — by which 200,000 human beings were manumitted. The 
emancipation of the slaves in the Danish dominions was yet incom- 
plete ; and that of the slaves in the Dutch possessions had yet to be 
accomplished ; but in both those countries great efforts were being made 
by the friends of this cause. In the United States of America the 
prowpest was very cheering. There were unmistakeable indications that 
the free States would not long consent to sanction slavery. The number 
of freemen in the northern States was double that of the freemen of the 
south. The abolitionists were in a decided majority in Congress, and the 
resolve of that body on the question would not long be opposed by the 
Senate. Under these circumstances, it was the duty of British aboli- 
tionists to render continued and increased aid to the friends of the anti- 
slavery cause in every part of the world. 

The Secrerary then read the Report. 

The financial statement showed the income of the Society to have been, 
during the past yeat, £1,480, and its expenditure, £1,151 13s. 7d.; 
leaving a balance of £54 6s. 3d., with liabilities to the amount of £150. 


Nataaniet Grirrin, Esq., moved the first resolution :— 


Resolved—That the Report, an abstract of which has now been read, 
be adopted, and circulated under the direction of the Committee, and 
that the following be the Officers for the ensuing year, with power to add 
to their number, viz. :—Treasurer, George William Alexander, Lombard- 
street. Committee: Robert Alsop, William Ball, J. Gurney Barclay, 
Richard Barrett, Lewis F. Bellot, Thomas Fowell Buxton, Rev. James 
Carlile, Josiah Conder, Joseph Cooper, Josiah Forster, Robert Forster, 
Samuel Fox, Charles Gilpin, Samuel Gurney, jun. ; Rev. J. H. Hinton, 
M.A.; Rev. James Kennedy, James Peek, Jacob Post, Dr. Thomas 
Price, George Stacey, Henry Sterry, Samuel Sturge, Rev. John Wood- 
wark. Secretary: John Scoble. Collector: Thomas. Boulton. Cor- 
responding Members: Professor Ackersdyke, Utrecht ; John Beaumont, 
Ufford, near Woodbridge; Rev. William Bevan, London; Hon. J. G. 
Birney, Michigan, U.S.; C. A. Bisette, Paris; Samuel Bowly, Gloucester; 
John Candler, Chelmsford; Dr. Carové, Frankfort-on-the- Maine; 
Francis R. Cocking, Venezuela; L. F. and A. Courtois, Toulouse ; 
William Dillworth Crewdson, Kendal ; John Cropper, Liverpool ; Pro- 
fessor David, Copenhagen; Joseph Eaton, Bristol; Professor G. de 
Felice, Montauban ; William Forster, Norwich ; Samuel Gurney, London; 
Thomas Harvey, Leeds; M. Isambert, Paris; M. L’Instant, Hayti; 
Hon. William Jay, Chester, U. S.; Rev. Joshua Leavitt, Boston, U.S. ; 
R. R. Madden, M.D., Adelaide, Australia; J. S. Mollett, Am- 
sterdam; William Morgan, Birmingham; Richard Peek, Hazlewood; 
near Kingsbridge; Hon. S. J. Prescod, Barbadoes; Joseph T. Price, 
Neath Abbey; M. Groen Van Printserer, the Hague ; James Richardson, 
London; Rev. Thomas Scales, Leeds; Victor Scheelcher, Paris; Joseph 
Sturge, Birmingham ; Lewis Tappan, New York, U.S.; David Turnbull, 
Jamaica; Professor Worms, Hamburgh. . 

He said : This meeting reminded him of his early days, when he first en- 
listed, though in very humble rank, in that great phalanx which ultimately 
effected the destruction of slavery throughout the British dominions, He 
believed that a severe conflict had yet to be waged, before the anti-slavery 
cause would be completely triumphant. Fox, Wilberforce, and Clarkson, 
had redeemed this country from any participation in that gigantic crime, 
he slave-trade; and Duxtorrasthe ehoqumir and “faithful Buxton—had 





liberated England from guilt in emancipating the negro in her colonies.» . 
But the negro still lifted, in many countries, his manacled hands to 
heaven—the weeping, bleeding children of Africa yet sent ap to heaven 
their prayers for justice—and those prayers would descend on us in rebuke 
and punishment, if we proved ourselves unwurthy of those great men, 
and were guilty of the sin of forgetfulness, for. a sin it was. He (Mr. 
Griffin) did not believe that the people of this country had altered their 
opinion of the monstrous injustice of slavery, or felt diminished abhor- 
rence of its atrocities; but he must express a fear—he would not make a 
charge—that they had, through recent commercial circumstances, and 
through a utilitarian, economical spirit, become somewhat cool and lax on 
the subject. In this city, and in taat place, he would not think of de- 
nouncing the commercial spirit; but he exalted, far beyond it, that of 
morality end humanity. Without introducing any political sentiment 
that might cause a difference of opinion, he would say, that Lord Palmer- 
ston and his colleagues deserved praise for their unswerving fidelity to the 
anti-slavery cause. It was pleasing to find that the nations of Europe, 
struggling for political liberty—and he wished them all success—were 
ready to extend to their sable fellow-creatures that personal freedom 
which was necessary to make a man a man, to give to him a property in 
his own soul and body. Assuredly, if France were faithful to the great 
men who, the moment they obtained power, used it for so noble a 
purpose, they would be enabled, by the blessing of heaven, to improve 
and exalt that great nation. 

The Rev. Dr. ALpzr briefly supported the motion, and contended that 
the establishment of missionary stations along the African coast would 
be the most efficient means of putting down the slave-trade. 

Henry Cuapp, Esq., of the United States, moved the next reso- 
lution :— 


Resolved—That this meeting, in reviewing the progress of the anti- 
slavery cause during the past year, would record their grateful acknow- 
ledgments to Almighty God for the measure of success which has attended. 
it, and would express the high satisfaction they feel that the National 
Assembly of France have confirmed the decree of the Provisional Govern- 
ment, by which complete emancipation has been secured to the enslaved 
population of the several colonies and dependencies of that great country ; 
—that the King of Denmark has proclaimed liberty to the negroes so long — 
held in bondage in the Danish West India colonies ;—and that several 
of the great nations of Europe, in the constitutions which they have 
published, have provided for the complete abolition of serfdom, and 
the civil and religious equality, before the law, of all classes of the 
population. 

That this meeting further rejoices in the striking progress of the anti- 
slavery cause in the United States—in the open and decided expression 
of public opinion—in the development of right sentiments and feelings — 
among large portions of the community—in the deeper interest felt by 
several sections of the American Church on the question of slavery and 
its abolition—and in the discussions, which have arisen in relation thereto, © 
in many of the State Legislatures and the Halls of Congress, and would 
cherish the hope that the abolitionists of America will not abandon 
their position as the pioneers of freedom, but will constantly and perse- 
veringly maintain the right of the whole slave population to immediate’ 
and unrestricted freedom, : 


He said: Since the last annual meeting of this Society, the anti-slavery - 


movement in America has experienced nothing but one continued series. 


of the most brilliant successes. The slave finds now new friends where 
hitherto he had found only enemies. People in Church and in State— in 
the lowest walks of life, and in the highest walks of the legislature— 
have joined their hands and their hearts, and uttered a voice, such as was . 
never uttered before, on behalf of freedom—a voice which waked up 
the echoes of the Alleghanies, and set itself to the sublime music of 
Niagara. Now, I am here to-night, on behalf of the abolitionists of 
America, to reach out the right hand of fellowship to the abolitionists 
of England. I may say, in uttering this, (on my own, if on no higher, 


behalf,) I am here to advocate no kind of officious or hostile interference, _. 


which might tend to’ aggravate those antipathies, already too malignant, 
existing among the nations of the earth. And I will do this Society the 
justice to say, that though never, for an instant, has their testimony been 
abated or qualified in the least against the institution of slavery in my . 
own country, yet they have always managed the affair with such delicacy 
and discretion, as to accomplish their work without exciting any malig- 
nant animosities. The cause of anti-slavery, and the cause of good-will 
among the nations of the earth, must, ‘in the very nature of things, go 
hand in hand, or not go at all. If anything is clear from the red annals 
of national history it is, that not only a large portion of the wars, but of 
the slavery in the world, has resuited from the uncalled-for interference, _ 
on the part of nations, with other business beside their own. But as 
to that institution of enormous guilt, slavery—an institution which it 
is not within the competency of any law to sanction or any authority to 
sanctify —an institution which only grows worse with age, and for which 
our horror should be deepened every hour—such an institution, wherever 
beneath the broad skies or upon this guilty earth it exists, calls for 
the hearty opposition of all ple in all countries, irrespective of 
national distinctions. It would be a false delicacy which would prevent 
the Englishman from bearing testimony against American slavery, just 
as it would be in an American to refuse his testimony against any great 
evil found upon your own shores. As to the movement in America, the - 
first sign of its improvement is.to be seen in the fact of the improved . 
condition and treatment of the free-coloured people in the fifteen free _ 
States of the Union. In many towns where, a few years ago, no 
coloured child was allowed the privileges of education—extended, without 
distinction, to all other classes of the population—these children are now 
placed upon a par with others, and show by their increased culture that 
they are indeed capable of appreciating the blessings of Christian civilisa- 
tion. The next thing is, that a kind of philanthropy has now sprung up 
in the north, which, till within a few years, has been much abused; . 





namely, that which assists the slave who has had energy enough to escape 
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from the plantation, and guilt enough to run away with himself. I 
remember my own humble advent in the anti-slavery movement was 
occasioned by the attempt, in Massachusetts, to return the slave Latimer 
to the South: I remember that almost all political parties said, that since 


he was legally and constitutionally a slave, and slavery had been sanc-. 


tioned by two centuries of legislation, therefore it was our duty, as 
American Citizens, to assist in supporting the laws, by returning him to 
bon . Somehow or other, I never could, for the life of me, appre- 
ciate the logic that led to such a deplorable conclusion. I heard men 
older, wiser, and, it is not .much to say, better than myself, saying this ; 
but I cou'd not conceive how sin got better as it grew older. I found 
that, in the courts of justice, old offenders were always treated worse 
than new; and I could not understand how that which John Wesley’s 
language correctly defined—so far as such a monstrous thing can be 
defined—as ‘‘ the sum of all villanies,’’ could be transmuted into a virtue 
by its age—nor how, as American citizens, we were called upon to set 
at nought that fundamental principle of statute law, that whatsoever 
enactment of any people clearly and palpably contravenes the law of 
God, is not binding upon the conscience of man. Nor could I be 
guilty of the appalling cruelty of returning my fellow-man to 
slavery after he had had the energy—shall I not say, the heroism ?—to 
escape from it. That very State of Massachusetts, that set its blood- 
hounds upon the slave, and whose officers seemed all too eager to assist 
in the execution of a bad law, has now passed an enactment making it a 
penal offence for any of its officers to assist in such a thing. At about 
that time, a friend of mine—a young lady—when a distinguished ‘‘ docior 
of divinity,’’ attempting to restrain her anti-slavery zeal, said to her, 
‘* Remember, my dear, slavery is a constitutional institution,’’ replied, 
‘* 1 never read the Constitution in my life; but I know slavery is against 
my constitution, and I think it must be against the constitution of human 
nature.’’ Nearly ali the northern States—even New York, hitherto deplor- 
ably enthralled by that commercialspirit to which a previous speakeralluded, 
has adopted a similar law. The State of Ohio, proud and free—in many 
respects, despite her pride, and in consequence of her freedom, a noble 
State—is beginning to wipe away her ‘‘ black laws,’’ as they are most 
appropriately called—laws that sought to degrade the black population. 
In the district of Columbia, a large majority of the people, including the 
most eminent ‘‘ divines,’’ statesmen, and civic authorities, have united to 
petition Congress, to declare that slavery is a sin wherever it exisis, and 
that, at all events, it ought to be excluded from the capital of the country. 
I remember the time when there were but half a dozen papers in New 
England that would now and then lift up a still small voice—very still, 
and very small —against slavery ; and their editors were despised as senti- 
mentalists or fanatics. Now, such a change has come over, not the 
* spirit of our dream,” but of our life, that you cannot find within the 
borders of New England an editor who dare, for the political life of him, 
declare himself otherwise than opposed to slavery. Now, it is a bright 
feather in a man’s cap to be an abolitionist, as much so as it was, not 
many years since, to be the contrary. I don’t, as a general rule, like 
schism ; but when a schism results in helping forward a righteous and 
peaceful agitation, therein I must and dorejoice. Therefore, I rejoice in 
the schism which has separated the friends and the enemies of the slave 
in the great religious communities of America. When the movement first 
commenced, its young, ardent, enthusiastic advocates never doubted that 
every disciple of Christ would hasten to the platform, and be eager to 
offer whatever sacrifice might be necessary upon the anti-slavery altar. 
But, alas fer the weakness and puerility of our faith! men held back, 
because the movement required something of energy and resolution. But 
it went on, despite all that; the ‘‘little one became a thousand,’’ and the 
‘* small one a great nation.” Bulwer says, ‘‘ The agitation of thought 
is the beginning of wisdom.’’ It was so in our churches, Excitement 
spread all over the stagnant waters of the community, which were 
crested and beautiful with the agitation of moral and religious thought. 
First, one person, generally in humble life, and then another, having no 
interest in slavery, but an _—_ interest opposed to it, lifted up his 
voices, till at last large numbers “‘ fraternised ’’ —that’s a good word, Sir— 
and resolved to shake themselves clear of the guilt of slavery. Then came 
secession. The Baptist Church divided ; the Methodist communion and 
other religious bodies divided ; and in their difference we found our gain— 
found the truth of the poet’s sentiment, ‘‘ All Nature’s difference keeps all 
nature peace.’’ Thethunder of the anti-slavery movement seemed to have 
taken the earth by its poles, and shaken it to its centre, and made its 
atmosphere healthier. An anti-slavery growth sprung up among the 
granite hills of New England, and on the broad prairies of the West. This 
makes us take courage. Since I last stood here, one of the most eminent 
of anti-slavery men has gone to his long home—John Quincy Adams, for 
several years President of the United States—from boyhood up, the 
unflinching friend of freedom, of truth, and of every great and good 
movement. You, Sir, remember when that man—his head white with 
the silver testimonials of age, his lips quivering, his hand trembling—stood 
up alone, with firm front, in the presence of the American Congress, and 
demanded for the slave the right, at least, to be heard. In those dark, 
stormy, and perilous pro-slavery times, even that was considered too great 
aboon. The moan of the slave came up to us on the southern breeze, and 
filled the air, and made every heart beat quick with sympathy; but the 
American Congress stopped its ears, except that one man, John Quincy 
Adams, who stood up before his country, fair as a star when only one is 
shining in the sky. He stood there, hissed and hooted, and even his life 
threatened; but he persevered. He cared not for reproaches, for he 
knew he was right. ‘‘ The rock shall fly from its firm base as soon 
as I,’’ was his sentiment. He went on, gathering new strength every 
year. Behold a different scene in the American Congress. That 
venerable, devoted friend of freedom continues his labours until he totters 
on the very verge of the grave, and falls into that grave from the floor ot 
the Congress. The members of that body—~struck, more than ever in 
his life, by the greatness of the statesman—resolve unanimously, without 
a dissentient voice, to pay such honours to his memory as had not been 
pad even to the memory of Washiugton ;—the very representatives of 
the slave States jofning their colleagues in tears of admiration for his 
nobleness. These things being so, we can say to our friends here, 
‘‘Goon; continue to give us every effort —to speak for us every good 
word,’’ When the questionis asked by narrow-minded men, ‘* What has 

d to do with American slavery ?’’ remember the fact that is often 
thrown into our teeth as a taunt—that we received slavery as an inherit- 





ance from England. Since that taunt is also thrown across the water to 
you, I will not say throw it back, but instead of a tauné send back a 
testimony—a testimony against slavery—a testimony you can bear now, 
as you could not once, because you have washed your hands clear of the 


stain—a stain, I fear, all the waters of the Atlantic will scarcely wash 


from us. Every word you speak will help us. This great progress has 
been accomplished, not simply by this or that Society, but by the influ- 
ence of all the movements of the civilised world on behalf of freedom. 
I well remember hearing one of your distinguished reformers, Richard 
Cobden, just after the repeal of the corn-laws, when one of the company 
uttered what seemed to him an extravagant testimony to his merits, 
gracefully distribute the honour of his success, not only over his own 
countrymen, but over the whole world, by declaring that no movement 
whatsoever could be advanced simply by any one agency, but only by 
all the moral agencies of Providence uniting to carry it on. Precisely so 
is it with our anti-slavery movement. Not a man, woman, or child, in 


England—in the world—who utters a liberal, generous sentiment, or lives “ 


a noble, Christian life, but it goes, whether he or she know it or not, 
towards the abolition of American slavery. Every man in the world who 
has done anything during the last few years on behalf of liberty, may take to 
himself, if he wish it, the consciousness that he has done something to 
advance the cause of liberty in America. Nations are sensitive to the 
opinions of each other. A few years ago, when our Congress was called 
upon to assist the Poles on this side the Atlantic, and we were twitted 
with the fact that we were too distant to help them, Daniel Webster stood 
up and said :—‘* At this time of the world’s history, there is something 
more powerful than armies, or ammunition, or eotd, and that is, the con- 
centrated public opinion of a country.’”” When France—to whom 1 
rejoice that you do justice, when so many are ready with a sneer—when 
France declared freedom to her slaves, that was a voice heard throughout 
the American states, from Maine to Louisiana, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. Every slavebolder heard it, and trembled--every abolitionist 
heard it, and trembled too—the one with fear, and the other with 


infinite joy. So with the Danes, and so too with the poor Portuguese. . 


However humble the effort, and however poor the ministration, every 
word, and especially every deed, will contribute to the accomplishment of 
the great work. I hope that a voice from here will go over with every 
steamer, that we may be encouraged, and eventually may unite with you— 
reaching our hands across the ocean, narrowed as it is by the arts of 
civilisation—-not, as in times past, to smite each other, but to join in 
friendly, Christian, everlasting fellowship. 

The Rev. Eustace Carry, in seconding the resolution, paid a high 
tribute to the memory of Burchell and Knibb, and warned the friends of 
the anti-slavery cause against the emigration scheme, and of the necessity 
of watching the Colonial Governments. 

The resolution having been put to the meeting, was carried unanimously. 

The Rev. ALEXANDER CauMMELL (a coloured clergyman of the Epis- 
copal Church of the United States) moved the next resolution :— 


Resolved—That, in the opinion of this meeting, the abolitionists of 
this and other countries have a great personal as well as collective duty to 
perform towards the suffering and oppressed millions of mankind, now in 
bondage, in abstaining, as far as practicable, from the use of slave-labour 
produce, and in the encouragement of that alone which is grown and 
manufactured by the compensated labour of freemen; they would, there- 
fore, earnestly recommend all the opponents of slavery to set a worthy 
example themselves, and also to encourage and sustain every well-directed 
effort to induce the public at large to adopt similar views and practice, a8 
one great and powerful means for securing the universal abolition of 
slavery. 


He spoke to the following effect :—The report which has been read pre- 


sents you with the deplorable fact, that notwithstanding all the efforts and . 


sacrifices that have been made, multitudes of our brethren yet remain in 
cruel bondage, in this age of wide-spread civilisation and Christianity. It 
is matter of congratulation that in this matter your reputation is secure— 
that nothing can rob you of the honour of what you have done as a nation. 
Every one knows something of slavery, but no one has a full knowledge 
of it but the slave. One of its peculiarities is, that wherever it exists it 


produces a demand for slaves—a slave-trade; a fact not seen till recently | 


in this country, and perhaps it was important in the discipline of the na- 
tional mind that it should not be known. But now it is seen that to put 
down the slave-trade you must abelish slavery—that the whole system must 
be destroyed. There are many means by which it is hoped to effect this—by 
the course pursued by Societies like this, by the operation of missi 

agencies, and by a system that has been recently devised, that of absti- 
nence from slave produce. I spoke of this as a new principle; but it is 
rather an old one revived. At the time that this country was shaken to 
its centre by the slavery question, 300,000 Englishmen resolved, as an 
expression of their abhorrence of slavery, to abstain from the use of slave- 
grown sugar. It is the reproduction ot this system to which I now wish 
to call your attention, and would endeavour to enforce. The simple fact 
is, that Great Britain is still the great supporter of slavery, by her im- 
mense consumption of slave-grown produce. You use two-thirds of the 
whole American cotton crops. Let your Lancashire mills stop working, 
let your Manchester factory people be standing still, and the effect on the 
American cotton-growers is wonderful. But let your markets be active, 
let the price of cotton rise here, and, immediately it is known across the 
Atlantic, the price of slaves rises, droves of human beings are sent up to 
our slave-markets, men in their strength, women in their prime, are sold 
and separated, and sent to Baltimore or Kentucky. Tell the planters that 
you will no longer, by buying the produce of their slaves, suffer them to 
get rich by the sweat, and agony, and blood of your fellow-creatures— 


that you will reduce them from affluence to poverty and en a soar 


immediately the system will come to an end. The sugar of 
Cuba is also chiefly used in Great Britain. You have extensive \~ 
sions for the production of those commodities; and thus you could benefit: 
yourselves, while you destroy an accursed system, and liberate millions of 
your fellow-creatures. I trust the subject will be thought of and acted 
upon as a most sacred duty. 

Rev. W. Dove (a Wesleyan missionary on the Western coast of Africa) 
seconded the resolution. very, he said, had rendered the country from 
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which he came as barren and useless as if the ocean had rolled over it. 
British Christians were wont to sympathise with the sorrows of Abraham 
ahd Rachel, at the loss of their children ; but did they think of the many 
African fathers and mothers weeping for the children taken from them by 
the man-stealer? He believed, that next to the spread of Christianity in 
those , commercial settlement and intercourse would tend most effec- 
tively to destroy the slave-trade ; the'princes'and chiefs would not sell their 
if they could engage in an equally profitable and more humane 
ic. 
_ The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Joszrn Srurce, Esq., who was received with loud cheering, moved 

the following resolution :— 


_ Resolved--That this meeting have learned with the deepest regret, 
that, notwithstanding the long-protracted and costly efforts of this 
country to suppress the foreign African slave-trade by armed cruisers, 
(a system which this meeting condemns,) it is still carried on ‘to 
an enormous extent, and under circumstances of aggravated atrocity 
and horror. That this meeting attribute this fearful state of things 
chiefly to the continued bad faith of the Governments of Brazil and 
Spain, who, contrary to the solemn stipulations of their treaties with 
this country and their own laws, suffer it to be openly and flagrantly 
earried on. That this meeting, while they continue to affirm the right of 
every human being, now held in slavery, to unconditional freedom, are 
of opinion that the British Government should forthwith make a formal 
demand on the supreme authorities in Brazil and Spain, for the liberation 
from slavery of all Africans who, contrary to the said treaties, have been 
illicitly imported into their territories and colonies respectively, and that, 
should they attempt either to evade the demand, or procrastinate its 
strict fulfilment, it be ‘notified to them that measures will be taken to 





exclude their produce from the British market until such time as slavery | 


itself shall be abolished throughout their dominions. 


He found that some of his free-trade friends, who carried their free- 


trade, as he thought, too far, in extending it to stolen goods, were willing | their whole history would lead us to expect. 


to look at this question in a new light—that of its being a breach of treaty, 
on the part of certain powers, to sanction or permit the slave-trade. 
We had paid Spain £400,000 to abolish it, and Portugal £300,000, 
besides remitting a debt of £600,000 ; and Brazil took her independence 
subject to the same obligation as the mother country. Since that time, 
in violation of these treaties, not less than 400,000 slaves had been 
imported into Cuba, and between one and two millions into Brazil. We 
hed besides, he regretted to say, remitted duties which amounted to pro- 
hibitions on the produce of these slave States. Thus, while we had spent 
millions in keeping up the cruising system, which he believed to be 
unsoun! in principle, and almost entirely to have failed in practice, we 
had given a bribe to Brazilian and Cuban planters to buy the slaves, in 





to the West Indies under this Act of Parliament, that they knew nothing 
about. We find that we must go to the judges and to the courts of law, 
to get the meaning of an Act of Parliament ourselves ; what, then, could 
these poor people know about an Act of Parliament? What knew they 
either about the West Indies—about.geography or maps? Such poor 
ignorant people must have been transported—they could not emigrate ; 
yet numbers of them were taken to the West Indies, and live and labour 
there still, under restrictions which they never understood. But it was 
found that the Coolies were too far off, and the voyage too long, and did 
not suit the planters; and therefore the British Government were induced 
to look to Africa, and authorise the engagement of free labourers there. 
Why, what could they know of West India freedom, or of British legis- 
lation? There never was such nonsense as to talk of these ignorant 
blacks being carried off by their own consent. Were they in a condition 
to give their consent? You might get a child’s consent to throw him 
out of a window, by pointing him to the nice river that rolled along 
there, and asking if he would not like to be thrown in. The fact is, 
these Coolies and Africans were needed for a double purpose—as substi- 
tutes for the slave, and to cut down the wages of the free negro; and 
why:should the British people consent to either? We are asked, I know, 
What is to become of the West Indian islands except we take some 
such course? ‘hey will take no harm—they will not drift away—-st all 
events, legislation will never keep them afloat. It’s not the islands, but 
the planters they mean. Well, and are we bound to use all possible 
means, right or wrong, to support the planters? If they are honest men, 
let them be warned by their difficulties to emp!oy aright their capital, and 
not seek to oppress the emancipated negro, or to burden this country. 
Here, if people are not able or willing to support themselves, they go to 
the workhouse; they don’t get an Act of Parliament to support them. 
So let us tell the planters, that we will not get either brown or black 
people to serve their interests ; that the Coolies and Africans shall be left 
at home, until they find their soil too narrow for their energies, and see 
that they can get better wages in a country whose position they under- 
stand, as our emigrants do. They talk, too, of forming them into family 
groups of independent Jabourers. Family groups, indeed! What think 
you of the fact, then, that they carry over only thirteen women to eighty- 
three men? ‘They call us fanatics. We admit they, at all events, are not 
fanatics ; they are cool, deliberate calculators, and they calculate just as 
I have no doubt this meet- 
ing will protest against their scheme, and compel them to desist from this 
new form of dealing in men. 

JosePpH Eaton, Esq., seconded the resolution, which was unanimously 
carried. 

The proceedings then terminated with a vote of thanks to the chairman. 





ANTI-SLAVERY MEETING AT BIRMINGHAM. 


A highly interesting meeting in connection with the Ladies’ Negroes’ 
Friend Society was held at Dee’s Hotel, on Fiiday, the 11th of May. At 


order to supply our markets with sugar. He rejoiced in the proposal | twelve o’clock, there being assembled a large number of highly respectable 
| and influential ladies, resident ia this town and neighbourhood, the Rev. 


contained in the last resolution, and believed that the intercourse of their 
frtend Alexander Crummell with some of his fellow-churchmen here, 


| 


would aid materially in carrying it out. When in America, conversing | G. S. Bull was requested to take the chair. Amongst those on the platform 


with a slave-dealer, he was met by the reply, ‘‘ I am no more to blame 
“than those who purchase the slaves; I often even take them from bad 
masters to sell them to better ;’’ and when conversing with planters, he 
was met with the inquiry, which he felt he could not answer, ‘‘ Why do 
you, then, buy our produce ?’’ The ladies of Birmingham had drawn up 
a memorial to the Queen, acquainting her with their resolve to abstain 
‘from slave produce, and asking the sanction and encouragement of the 
royal example. He trusted they would receive the co-operation of the 
ladies in London and throughout the country. The proposal was quite 
practicable. Rice and sugar, free-grown, could be obtained as easily and 
cheaply as slave-grown ; and the very act of asking for it of the dealers 
would have a good moral effect. Mr. Sturge concluded by urging ladies 
present to send in their names to the committee, as willing to co-operate 
in carrying out this proposal. 

M. L’Insranrt, of Hayti, addressed the meeting in French, in second- 
ing the resolution, to the effect, as interpreted by Mr. Scoble, that he 
fully concurred in the spirit and proposal of the motion ; and believed, if 
adopted, it would not only confer a great blessing upon humanity at 
large, in abolishing both slavery and the slave-trade, but on the British 
people,—and even upon the slave States themselves. 

Mr. Burrirr being loudly called for by the meeting, Mr. Scoble 
stated that he had been compelled to retire through indisposition. 

-This resolution was carried, nem con. 

The Rev. J. BuRNeET rose, amidst much applause, to move the last 
resolution :— 


Resolved—That this meeting feel it to be their duty to renew the 
protest of the Society against the Governmental scheme for supplying the 
emancipated colonies with foreign labourers, as unjust in principle and 
demoralising and inhuman in practice; and would express, in the 
strongest terms, their reprobation of the laws now in force, or intended 
to be put in force, for restricting the just liberties of the immigrants, and 
for coercing their labour. 


He said: The hour for speaking has gone by; but I must just say a 
word or two, before you go home, on this resolution, notwithstanding the 
impossibility of discussing it. It is one of very material importance. 

ose who have anything to do with the slave-trade, and have gone 
into it with good-will and satisfaction—for some there are who have done 
s6—will, perhaps, be found very difficult to cure of their liking for it. 
After the emancipation of the slaves in our colonies, these people got 
British Acts of Parliament passed for the express purpose of getting imported 
substitutes for the slaves that had been emancipated. They began by 
going to the East Indies, and getting Coolies there, to be engaged by 
contract, to be taken to our colonies, and to be under certain laws and 
regulations there, which, we were told, by those who knew the scheme, 
would be exceedingly useful both to the colonies and the Coolies. The 
Coolies were to be engaged, we were told, with their own consent, to go 








were the Revds. Sidney Gedge, G. W. Chamberlaine, George Pettitt, A. 
Crummell, and C. Roe; Messrs. R. W. Winfield, R. T. Cadbury, J, 
Sturge, &c. 


The Rev. CaatnMAn opened the business by observing that he re-. 
gretted the abscncz of Mr. Chance, who had been invited by the origi- 
nators of that meeting to preside on the occasion. A letter, however, 
had been received from that gentleman, expressive of his warm approval 
of the object of the meeting, and regret that previous engagements pre- 
vented him from attending. He (the Chairman) from his childhood had 
been identified with the interests of the African race. To spread amongst 
them the knowledge of Christianity, elevate them in the scale of society, 
and enable them to take their position amongst the civilised nations of 
the earth, had been one of the first objects of his life; and he should 
ever feel a deep and lively interest in their welfare. There was a time 
when the question of negro slavery was fully and constantly brought 
before the public; but latterly it had comparatively ceased to be noticed, * 
and hence the public were not aware of the calamitous extent to which 
the slave-trade was carried on. As they would have the pleasure of 
hearing the son of a negro, who had been a slave, and who would be able 
to lay before them valuable information in connection with the subject, 
he would not trespass upon them by any lengthened observations, but 
merely express a hope that the day was not far distant when all the slaves 
in Africa, America, and every other part of the world, would have the 
privilege of receiving the Word of the Lord, and with it all those blessings 
of civilisation which it was calculated to impart. 

The Rev. A. CRuMMELL then came forward, and, in a speech of con- 
siderable length an ability, advocated the cause of the negroes. He said 
it gave him much gratification to be there that day to advocate the views 
of the Anti-slavery Society with special reference to free labour. He 
was the descendant of an African, of one who had, unfortunately, been 
doomed to the horrors of slavery. He was connected by blood and race 
with those who had been subjected to the most dire slavery, and the 
grossest oppression ever inflicted upon the human race. He was by every 
tie interested in the condition of the negroes, and whatever he could do 
during the remainder of his life for the promotion of their welfare, cheer- 
fully should be done. For ages had Africa been smitten by the deadly 
thirst of war, revenge, and murder. Fire, famine, and the sword had 
been her distressful ravaging visitations. The slave-trade, that fell 
destroyer, had ravaged her fair fields, fired her hamlets, and turned the 
hands of her children against each other, and dyed them in fratricidal 
blood. Earth had been marred of her beauty by the bloody track of the 
men who had robbed his fatherland of its children; and the choral voice 
of peace, which should have been a lasting jubilant in the ears of angels, 
had been made harsh and dissonant by the shrieks, and moans, and 
agonising cries of the poor victims who had chosen a watery grave in pre- 
ference to slavery, or who had been thrown into the depths of the sea, 
sick, emaciated, and dying, by the heartless slave-owner. That system 
had been brought to an end in the British dominions, in 1808, by the 
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Government of this country, and the efforts which led to that result were 
recorded in the brightest pages of English history. There was nothing 
in the annals of Britain to be compared to that effort. The historian in 
future times, who should seek the evidences of the heroic in the British 
character, would find it in the untiring zeal, the steady and unconquerable 
perseverance, the high moral purpose, and the determined energy of the 
noble men who commenced and carried on the abolition warfare in this 
country. The S es, the Wilberforces, the Clarksons, the Macaulays, 
the Buxtons, and a host of other such glorious spirits, were amongst the 
chivalric names. They saw 800,000 men, women, and children held in 
cruel bondage on British soil, under the authority of a British law and 
the British flag, and they determined to break down thesystem. Splendid 
as was their achievement, glorious as were their exertions, and beneficial 
in their results, yet the mournful fact still presents itself that the system 
of slavery is not yet destroyed, nor yet fully undermined. The slave- 
trade still exists, and with as much force and energy as ever; nay, it 
appeared to be carried on now with an intensity never before known in the 
dark, gloomy annals of even devoted Africa. Far across the Atlantic 
main there was a nation young and vigorous (rising America), in which, 
unfortunately, slavery existed to a fearful extent. Further south, in one 
of the most beautiful regions on the globe—he alluded to Brazil—the 
dark and bloody system had seated itself to mar the fair beauty of earth, 
and produce deformity where God designed loveliness should dwell. And 
then again in Cuba, under the sanction and government of the old and 
once proud monarchy of Spain, was the infamous system carried on to a 
great extent. Inthe United States there were three millions of slaves, 
in the Brazils three millions, and in Cuba about five hundred thousand. 
The rev. gentleman then proceeded in a very fecling strain to give a 
description of slavery, and pointed out with great effect its physical evils, 
murderous character, and spiritual darkness; and, in conclusion, said, 
the question then arose, what should be done ?—what ought to be done to 
put an end to that system of abomination, of outrage, of murder, and of 
wrong? What should Englishmen do for that end and purpose? He 
would not ask the question whether they would do anything. That 
question had long since been answered. They had proclaimed their 
horror of slavery, and love of freedom; they had made great and noble 
sacrifices to put down the one and uphold the other; and it now only 
remained that they should follow ont the good work which they had so 
well commenced. But some wou!d say, having done so much, having 
given freedom to 800,000 slaves, had they not done enough? True, 
they had done a great deal; but he made no apology for asserting that 
England yet owed a great debt to Africas. ‘There were now various 
means being used for the suppression of slavery. They had the British 
and Foreign Anti-slavery Society carrying on their operations by moral 
means alone; they had a squadron on the coast of Africa; and the third 
project was one which he was there to present to their notice. He be- 
lieved there was a measure of good in the different plans now in opera- 
tion for the destruction of slavery. He believed there was a great virtue, 
an untold, hidden efficacy in that one they were more immediately called 
on to consider. The principle was simply this :—The general encourage- 
ment of free-labour produce on the part of Great Britain. That would 
drive slave-labour produce out of the market, and xo affect the system of 
slavery, that he had no hesitation in saying it must falf. They must cut 
off the immense revenue which the slave-owner derived from the produce 
of his victims; and, that done, slavery must cease. He was far from 
asserting that cupidity was the only cause of slavery. He believed that 
love of power in some cases, and contempt of religion, were strong 
foundations of it ; yet every one could see that if they brought slavery 
everywhere into bankruptcy it must fall. It was to be regretted that the 
people of England,'who were the greatest enemies of slavery, should un- 
intentionally, and as it were unknown to themselves, be the great sup- 
porters of it. It was a well-known fact that the people of England con- 
sumed more slave-grown produce than the people of any other country, 
and that the demand in England for those articles raised by slave-labour 
regulated the price of slaves in America, The rev. gentleman then read 
some interesting extracts from the Anti-Slavery Reporter, and other 
documents, bearing on the question of free-labour; and concluded by 
calling on the meeting, in energetic terms, to try the experiment, and give 
encouragement only to the purchase of free-labour produce in our own 
colonies, and those other places where slavery should cease to exist. 

. The Rev. Mr. CHAMBERLAINE next addressed the meeting, and gave 
some fearful accounts of the working of the slave system, and stated, 
upon the authority of gentlemen conversant with the subject, that if the 
waste of life continued for a few years more at the present ratio, there 
would not be left sufficient human beings to cultivate the soil. He ad- 
mitted there was some difficulty in knowing when they purchased free- 
labour produce in this country, but still in time that difficulty would be 
overcome. They must prepare for being a little over-reached at first by 
some unscrupulous dealers who would sell one commodity for another, 
but if the system of using only free-labour produce became general, the 
dealers would find sufficient interest in the traffic to be induced to act 
honourably by the public; and even without that direct interest, there 
were many honest tradesmen upon whose veracity they could rely. 

The Rev. G. Perritr next briefly addressed the meeting, and dwelt 
upon the horrors of slavery, with which our readers are already but too 
familiar, and in conclusion gave his warm support to the project of free- 
labour produce. 

The meeting was adjourned at three o’clock to seven in the evening, at 

which hour there was a far more numerous assemblage of ladies than in 
the morning. 
+ The Rev. Stpney Genes, having been called to the chair, re-opened 
the business by a few introductory observations, in which he expressed 
his decided opposition to the present system of slavery, and his approval 
of all those moral and prudent means by which a termination could be 
put to the system. 

Mr, Joseru Sturce then briefly addressed the meeting. 

After which, the Rev. ALEXANDER CrRUMMELL delivered another 
lengthened address, embodying all the main facts and views which he had 
put forth in the morning. 

At the conclusion of his speech, the Rev. G. S. Buti moved a vote of 
thanks to the Rev. Mr. Crummell, for his great exertions in behalf of 
the negro slaves ; and urged upon the meeting the necessity of giving the 
preference to free-labour produce, at whatever sacrifice they might be 
called upon to make. 


Qa We ALEXANDER, .Esq., seconded the vote of thanks to Mr. 





Crummell, and denounced in appropriate terms the system of slavery’as 
it at present exists in the countries referred to by the previous speakers 
after which, a memorial to the Queen upon the subject of the. 

was read by the Chairman, and unanimously agreed to ; and the company 
separated at ten o’clock. 


—_ 





SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE-TRADE. 

On the 2nd of May last, the Queen. held a Court and Privy Council 
at Buckingham Palace. At the Court, a. Deputation from the Society of 
Friends had an audience of the Queen, to present an Address on the 
subject of the African Slave-trade and Slavery, The Deputation consisted 
of Samuel Gurney, William Forster, George Stacey, and Peter Bedford. 
Her Majesty was accompanied by Prince Albert. The Deputation was 
introduced by Sir George Grey, Bart., and presented the following Ad 
dress in the Royal closet :— , 
‘*To Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Ireland, and the dominions thereunto belonging. 
‘* May it please the Queen, 

‘‘ We the undersigned, thy dutiful and loyal subjects, representing the 
religious Society of Friends in Great Britain and Ireland, desire respect- 
fully to approach the throne, and in love to man, and, as we reverently 
believe, in our duty to God, to lay before thee a matter deeply affecting 
the well-being of a large portion of the great human family. More 
than a century has elapsed since our religious Society first believed it 
to be a Christian duty to advocate the rights of the natives of Africa, and 
of those held in slavery in the Western world. With reverent thanks- 
giving to Almighty God, we recur to the successive acts of our legislature 
abolishing the slave-trade, and subsequently releasing the slaves in our 
colonies from a state of cruel bondage. The continuance of the trade in 
slaves, as prosecuted contrary to either law or treaty by the inhabi- 
tants of other countries, with all the wickedness inseparable from this 
unrighteous traffic, brings us into sorrow and distress. It engenders 
war in its direst forms, breaks the bonds of social life, reduces those 
who may survive the horrors of their transit by land and sea to hopeless 
slavery, and withal prevents the spread of the religion of our Holy 
Redeemer. We feel for the sufferings of the unoffending and helpless 
victims of these abominations, and we feel for the wrongs and miseries 
of the multitudes still living in slavery, and subjected to its cruel hard- 
ships and uncompensated toil; and we deeply deplore the degradation 
and the guilt which attach to the man-stealer, the slaveholder, and the 
dealer in his fellow-man. In consideration of the magnitude of this 
complicated iniquity, we are emboldened to ask thee, our gracious 
Queen, in thy intercourse with the rulers of those nations which are 
involved in these things, to use the influence of thy exalted station for 
terminating, by every pacific means, this desolating evil.on the conti- 
nent of Africa, and for conferring immediate and unconditional freedom 
on all those held in slavery. And we ask permission humbly and plainly 
to declare our conviction, that it is only in the extinction of negro 
slavery that we can have any security for the utter termination of the 
African slave-trade. May the Lord of Heaven and Earth bless thee, 
our beloved Sovereign, and thy Royal Consort, and may His blessing rest 
upon all thy house. We pray that, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, he may give thee wisdom and strength to open thy mouth for the 
dumb, to plead the cause of the poor and of him that hath no helper, 


that he may prosper thee in the work of righteousness, and that, if it . 


pleases Him, thou mayst live to see the day in which negro slavery and 
the slave-trade shall be abolished throughout the earth.—London, 3rd 
month, 12th, 1849.” 

Her Majesty having received the Address, was pleased to return the 
following most gracious answer :— ‘ 

‘I have received your Address with much satisfaction. I fully appre - 
ciate the benevolent efforts of the Society of Friends on behalf of the 
suffering and oppressed. I am deeply sensible of the wrongs and evils 
inflicted by the slave-trade, and my best endeavours will continue to be 
directed towards its extinction.” 

The Deputation then retired. 





THE SLAVE-TRADE.—DISUSE OF SLAVE PRODUCE. 
MEMORIAL TO THE QUEEN. 

The following is a synopsis of a Memorial intended to be shortly 
presented to the Queen. It emanates from the Ladies’ Anti-slavery 
Society of Birmingham, but is intended for general adoption. 

The memorialists respectfully call Her Majesty’s attention to the 
enormities of the African slave-trade, which they describe as in a state 
of great activity, notwithstanding the efforts of this country for its sup- 
pression. 

They submit that this arises— 

Ist. From the absence of good faith on the part of the Spanish and 
Brazilian Governments, which are under solemn engagements to 
relinquish the traffic, 
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: 2nd. From the increased consumption of slave-produce in this country. 

With a view to remedy this evil, the Memorialists pray— 

That Her Majesty’s Government shall use every legitimate and 
peaceful means for enforcing on Brazil and Spain the fulfilment of their 
treaties with this country— 

Ist. By the immediate abolition of the slave-trade ; and 

2nd. By the emancipation of all negroes unlawfully introduced. 

The memorialists propose an individual and wide-spread abstinence 
from the productions of Brazil and Cuba, and pray Her Majesty— 

To exclude the same from the royal household. 

They further entreat Her Majesty : 

To encourage the growth and manufacture of free labour cotton, in 
order that it may more speedily supplant the slave-grown cotton of the 
United States. 

In conclusion, the memorialists desire that Her Majesty’s reign may 
be signalised by the annihilation of this stupendous crime, and that the 
blessings of the emancipated may mingle with the congratulations of her 
devoted female subjects. 





ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM J. G. WHITTIER TO JOSEPH STURGE, 
DATED AMESBURY, 16TH, 4TH Mo., 1849, ON THE PROGRESS OF 
THE ANTI-SLAVERY CAUSE IN THE UNITED STATES, 

The friends of freedom here think they have abundant cause for hope 
and courage in the results of the last session of Congress. The new 
president--a slaveholder—has not been able, with all his patronage, to 
carry a majority of Congress in fayour of any bill for the government 
of the newly-acquired territory of California and new Mexico, which 
would allow of the introduction of slavery into it. The slavery, and 
the slave-trade of the district of Columbia, have been condemned in an 
emphatic manner, and their abolition at an early day seems certain. The 
recent elections of senators and representatives are generally encouraging ; 
and there will be a larger number of true and tried anti-slavery men in 
the next Congress than ever before. The cruel and wicked laws enacted 
many years ago in Ohio against free coloured people, have just been 
abolished; and an old and faithful liberty man, S. P. Chase, is elected 
to the United States Senate, from that State, by the joint votes of demo- 
crats and free-soil men. Three out of four members of Congress, just 
chosen in the State of Connecticut, are free-soil men. 

The rush of Northern emigration towards the gold region of California 
really seems providential. It alone will save that country from the 
curse of slave population. Senator Benton of Missouri—-himself a slave- 
holder, and representing a slave State—has taken a noble stand in favour 
of free-soil; and has written a letter to the people of California, exhort- 
ing them to oppose the introduction of slaves. Henry Clay has written 
a long letter on the subject of emancipation in Kentucky, in which he 


strongly condemns slavery and declares himself in favour of its extinction. > 


His plan is an absurd and impracticable one—colonisation in Africa; but 
the letter as a whole will do good. The whole tone of public feeling is 
everywhere rapidly changing for the better. Thou wouldst be rejoiced 
and surprised to witness this change. The Era, at Washington, is doing 
well, and exerting a salutary influence as I believe. 





Foreign Entelligenee. 


UNITED STATES.—Kentuckxy.—The convention, for the purpose 
of considering what course it becomes those to pursue who are opposed 
to the increase and perpetuation of slavery, assembled on the 25th ult., 


_at Frankfort, After the organisation of the body, sundry propositions 


.were adopted, among which were the following :— 

1. Believing that hereditary slavery, as it exists by the laws of Ken- 
tucky, is injurious to the commonwealth, inconsistent with the funda- 
mental principles of a free government, and opposed to the rights of 
mankind, it therefore ought not to be perpetuated. 

2. Any scheme of emancipation ought to be prospective, or operative 
upon such negroes as are born after the adoption of the said scheme ; 
and for this purpose the annexed points are recommended to be inserted 
in the new Constitution :— 

Ist. An absolute prohibition of the introduction of slaves into the 
state of Kentucky. 
2nd. That complete power shall be conferred upon the people of 

Kentucky to perfect, under the new Constitution, a system of 

gradual prospective emancipation of their slaves. 

EccLeEstASTICAL ACTION ON THE SUBJECT OF SLAVERY.—Whereas 
the sin of slavery exists in the United States, and is productive of immense 
evils,—moral, social, political, and ecclesiastical,—the brethren in the 
First Congrégational Church in North Brookfield, Mass., deem it proper 
to embody and set forth their views of it, and their duty respecting it, in 
the following resolutions :— 
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1. Resolved, That this church distinctly admits and affirms, that slave- 
holding is a practice at war with God’s law, with the rights of mami, and 
with the spirit of the Gospel ; that we will not countenance it by receiving 
slaveholding ministers into our pulpit, nor slaveholding professors to 
our communion ; and that we wil] have no intercourse with it in any such 
sense as, in our judgment, implies an approbation of it, 

2. Resolved, That all persons who are not slaveholders, but who 
voluntarily connect themselves with slaveholding churches, do countenance 
and uphold slavery, while they remain in connection with such chtrches ; 
and we view the time near when we can no more fellowship this class of 
persons, than we do those who are slaveholders themselves. 

3. Resolved, That as professed Christians it becomes us, on all proper 
occasions, to bear testimony against the practice of holding human beings 
as property, both in Christian and heathen lands, and, according to our 
best judgment, to resist the progress and continuance of the evil. 

4. Resolved, That it is not our object, in these resolutions, unneces- 
sarily to grieve or offend any man or body of men, but to assume_that 
position before the church and the world which duty requires, as well as 
to express our unqualified disapprobation of slavery, both in theory and 
practice, and our firm belief that it is diametrically opposed to Christianity, 
and a burning curse both to the oppressor and the oppressed. 

Georce H. Lowe, 


March 26. Secretary of the Meeting. 


Morat DestiTuTiIon at THE SoutH.—The Rev. Mr. Cook, of this 
city, who has recently been in attendance at a meeting of colporteurs at 
Lewisburg, Virginia, in the service of the American Tract Society, gives a 
deplorable account of the intéllectual and spiritual condition of the 
people of Western Virginia, among whom these missionaries had been 
travelling. The True Wesleyan publishes a letter from him, from which 
we make anextract. We do not gather, either from this or another letter 
of Mr. Cook’s, in the Messenger, that the slaves are included among 
those who are the objects of the missionary charity of the Tract 
Society :— 

‘* The wide field traversed by these brethren, embracing some fifty or 
sixty counties, stretches from the Blue Ridge to the Ohio river, a mean 
distance of more than 200 miles in width, and from the Pennsylvanian 
to the Tennessee line. The territory is about equal to that embraced in 
the States of New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, and New Jersey. But while the population of these States 
will average something like sixty to the square mile, that- of the district 
under consideration will not exceed ten, and many counties have not more 
than two, or five, inhabitants to the square mile. West of the Alleghanies, 
the country is an almost uninterrupted succession of mountains, suited 
alone for grazing, or, if the immense water-power were turned to 
account, for manufacturing. The people chiefly reside in log cabins, 
along the little valleys, ravines, or hill sides, with almost no reference to 
neighbourhood, school, or church privileges, in their location. There are 
not half-a-dozen villages in Virginia, west of the Alleghanies, that contain 
300 inhabitants each; and in one county, seventy miles by thirty-five, 
larger than the State of Rhode Island, the largest village contains but five 
dwellings. 

‘“‘The means of education are very restricted and inadequate. The 
schoolmaster needs to be on horseback to find his pupils. Probably one- 
fifth of the adult population cannot read at all, anda much larger propor- 
tion are but poor readers. Nearly one-half of the population are so 
situated as to prevent the enjoyment of the means of instraction with any 
degree of regularity, if they were provided; and in many counties 
there were not more than one or two common schools in operation. 
Sabbath schools were few in number, and imperfectly supplied with 
teachers or libraries, and few children attend them. 

‘The amount of ministerial instruction is altogether inadequate. In 
a region of country more than twice as large as Massachusetts, there are 
but six places where the congregations enjoy the preaching of the Gospel 
regularly every Sabbath; and a very small proportion of those who hear 
the Gospel, have the opportunity more frequently than once a month. 
Immense numbers do not enjoy the privilege from year to year. Such 
facts as the following, existing in a State which has been settled for more 
than two centuries, seem hardly credible; yet they are literally true. A 
county, forty miles long, has the labours of but.two preachers, with six 
congregations, averaging about forty members. Another couaty, seventy 
miles by thirty-five, has the labours of two itinerant preachers, and no 
other. Other counties are better supplied with preaching ; -but nearly all 
have destitute families and neighbourhoods, who never hear the preached 
word. 

“Ts it not strange that an appalling destitution of the Bible should 
exist among a population so sparse, and enjoying so few other means of 
grace? Already, the colporteurs have hunted out 3,184 families, embracing 
more than 15,000 souls, who were destitute of the word of God. In many 
cases, professors of religion, of various denominations, were found without 
this precious treasure; and it is clear, that a large part of: the whole 
number would have remained destitute, but for such a system as col- 
portage. 
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_» ‘Religious books, in any variety, were rarely found. No less than 
_ 5,201 families have been visited in the last tliree years, who were destitute 
..of all religious books, except the Bible. This is more than one-fifth of 
the whole number. And this statement will excite no surprise, when the 
fact is known, that in a region of country 200 miles wide, and 250 long, 
there is not a single bookstore where religious books can be purchased !’’ 
Swart Stavery Exist 1n Catironnia?—The question, whether 
slavery shall have an existence in this newly-acquired territory, or not, is 
one which has created considerable-excitement in the United States. We 
_sare glad to find that present appearances are decidedly in favour of free- 
dom. A late number of the National Era contains some interesting 
information on the subject, which we subjoin. It appears that large 
numbers of persons, consisting chiefly of mechanics and labouring men, 
are flocking thither with the hope of improving their circumstances. The 
St. Louis Republican thinks the emigrants, vid St. Louis, to the plains 
this spring, will number from 15 to 20,000. Besides these, several 
thousands of Mormons will be soon on their way. 

It is not unusual for us, says the National Era, to receive letters from 
subscribers, requesting us to transfer their papers to San Francisco. For 
example, a respectable citizen of New Bedford, Mass., writes— 

‘* I wish you to send to me at San Francisco, Upper California, the 
National Era, which has hitherto been sent to me at this place. I shall 
sail for that city, accompanied by my wife and family, in the ship 
Magnolia. 

‘TI can assure you that the cause of Free Soil in California shall not be 
‘lost sight of by many of us who, having been ardently engaged in it, will 
- not relax our exertions to save California from the blighting curse of 

slavery.”’ 

May the number of such emigrants multiply ! 

Another, an enterprising Free-Soiler of the West, writes to us from 
' Ashland, Ohio, March 13th — 

“Our company is composed of young men, mechanics and teachers ; 
_and we go west of the Rocky Mountains, to secure homes, with the hope 

of aiding to establish our free institutions in this most important of our 
territories. Is it not the duty of the young men of our country, who 
possess strong arms, clear heads, and sound hearts, to go forth, enduring 
toil, and daring danger, if thereby they can give tone to the character of 
that country, and direction to its future energies? Our route will be 
by land. 

‘¢ Small parties, of from five to twenty, are starting for California, from 
almost every town of any size in this part of Ohio.”’ 

But the emigration is also active from the slaveholding States; and, 
were their freemen alone to migrate, they would constitute a very desirable 

_ Class of population. We are desirous of seeing the territories peopled 
by citizens from all sections of our country, as the product of such a 
fusion of various elements is apt to be a good one. But we cannot hear 
without indignation of the removal of slaves to that territory. We were 
told, a few days ago, by a citizen of the South, that companies were in 
process of formation, in some of its States, whose purpose was to carry 

out slaves with them. They apprehended little difficulty—for, they 
reasoned, the Yankees who have gone to California care for nothing but 
gold ; and when they see how easy it is to get along with gold-digging by 
having slaves to do all the menial work, they will soon grow acquiescent, 
and become slaveholders themselves. 

We hope the emigrants who are already in the territory will meet the 
evil on the threshold. There can be no doubt of their right to organise 
a provisional Government, since Congress has failed to provide laws for 
them ; and if they have thjs right, they may forbid the existence of any- 

- thing subversive of the highest interests of civil society—-anything which 
‘they may regard as destructive of order. They may forbid lotteries, 
- gambling, oppression of the Indians, slaveholding, They may secure to 
" every man who works for another, his right to wages. 

Even the Constitution of the United States is not in force in this 
territory, according to the American Senate; for it will be recollected 
that the amendment of Mr. Walker, of Wisconsin, provided expressly for 
extending its provisions, so far as applicable, to the people thereof. 
But, if this supreme, fundamental law of the Union, does not extend and 
cannot be extended, without enactment by Congress, to the territory of 
California, how can the laws of the several States? The man who goes 
from South Carolina, with his slaves, to that territory, and attempts to 
hold them there, must maintain his title under the laws of his State. 
But this presupposes that the laws of South Carolina are in force in the 
territory—in other words, that while the laws and Constitution of the 
United States are not deemed binding in the territory without express 
enactment, those of each individual State have full force there, merely in 
consequence of the settlement therein of citizens of each State ! 

It wou. * seem that Col. Benton had lately despatched another letter 


to the Californians, advising them, this time, to exclude slavery. In a 


former letter, addressed to them a year ago, he counselled total silence 
upon the subject; but, we presume, the movements of the last Congress, 
and the purpose manifested in different quarters to carry slaves to the 
Pacific, have dictated this modification in his counsels, The Washington 


“ Certainly one of the most important rumours of the day, if it is true, 
is that Mr. Benton has sent to California, by the last steam-ship, another 
of his remarkable letters, addressed to the inhabitants of that territory. 
The first rescript to the Californians was taken out last fall by Colonel 
Fremont, and advice’ given to set up a provisional Government, without 
any provision as to slavery, That document was probably published, in 
San Francisco, about the first of February last. From what I learn, I 
have reason to think that Mr. Benton now advises the people of Cali- 
fornia to insert a provision, in this temporary system, for the eternal 
exclusion of slavery from their soil, and that he advocates or rather com- 
mands it with all his characteristic energy and power. I cannot doubt 
that his recommendations will be followed. If this report is true—and 
I have no doubt at all of it—it goes to confirm the expectations of 
Senator Benton’s warmest friends, and to indicate that he has ranged 
himself behind Clay, Haywood, and other wise and distinguished men of 
the slave States, with Seward, Van Buren, and Webster, of the free, not 
only to resist the extension, but to provide for the eradication of American 
negro slavery.”’ 





Colonial Entelligenre. 


BRITISH GUIANA.—Arricans CAPTURED on THE East Coast 
oF AMERICA TO BB SENT TO BritisH GuIANA FoR ADJUDICATION. 
-——Courr or Poticy, Feb. 19.—Several despatches, having reference to 
Africans captured on the South-Eastern Coast of America being sent 
direct to British Guiana, were read, and among them the following :— 

Downing-street, 12th Jan., 1849. 

Sir,—I transmit to you herewith, for your information, the copy of a 
correspondence between this Department and the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, relative to slave vessels captured on the East Coast of 
America being sent to British Guiana for adjudication. 

You will be pleased to see that every care and attention is taken for 
the proper distribution and location of any such Africans placed at your 
disposal. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Grey. 

Governor Barkly, &c., &c., &c. 


Copy. Downing-street, 7th July, 1848. 

Sir,—I am directed by Earl Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 24th ultimo, requesting to be informed whether, in the event 
of slaves captured on the South-East Coast of America being taken to 
British Guiana instead of to Sierra Leone, the Africans thus liberated 
would have the option of returning to Africa from British Guiana. _ 

Lord Grey desires me to request that you will inform the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty that his lordship is of opinion that it would 
be, on every account, desirable that liberated Africans from the coast of 
America should. be sent to British Guiana, and that, as regards their 
return to Africa from that Colony, they would on their arrival be per- 
fectly free agents, and to return to Africa should they wish to do so, but 
that they would not be provided with passsges for that purpose at the 
public expense. 

I have, &c., g 
(Signed) H. MERIVALE. 

Captain Hamilton, R.N., &c., &c., &c. 

Copy. Admiralty, lst January, 1849, 

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 7th July last, lam com- 
manded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you here- 
with, for the information of Earl Grey, a copy of a letter from Commo- 
dore Sir Charles Hotham, dated the Ist November last, No. 356, 
respecting slave vessels, captured on the South-East Coast of America, 
being sent to British Guiana for adjudication. 

I have, &c., . 
(Signed) H. G. Warp. 

Herman Merivale, Esq., &c., &c., Colonial Office. 

Copy. Penelope, at St. Helena, Ist Nov. 1849. 

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated July 28th, 1848, stating that Earl Grey is of opinion that vessels 
captured on the South-East Coast of America with slaves on board, 
and to be adjudicated in a Vice-Admiralty Court, should be sent to 
British Guiana, instead of to Sierra Leone, and also covering communi- 
cations from the Under-Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs and the 
Colonies, on the same subject. 

I request you will inform their lordships, that the proposal to send 
full slave vessels captured on the South-East Coast of America to British 
Guiana is, in my opinion, wise and humane. 

The current to the north of Cape St. Roque runs generally three miles 
per hour, and the wind invariably fair. Supposing they were sent to 





correspondent of the Tribune writes as follows :— 


Sierra Leone, the negroes would afterwards be transmitted to the West 
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Indies, and therefore undergo two voyages instead of one. I would, 
however, recommend that a Prize Crew, of at least twelve men, should 
be detached in each slave vessel, and every precaution taken to prevent 
re-capture, attempts at which, I am convinced, will become more frequent 
than heretofore. I have, &c., 


Casas. Hornaam, Commodore. 


(Signed) 


BERBICE.—The Berbice Gazette, in a long article on the follies and 
errors of the proprietary of Guiana, publishes the following paragraphs 
on immigration. The testimony is worth much, coming from that 
quarter :-— 


“The hope to supply the place of the trained and acclimatised creole 
labourer, by the refuse of the slave-ship or the offscouring of Hindostan, 
has long belied its early delusive promise. We have derived little benefit 
ourselves from the transport of the immigrant, while, in the case of the 
Coolie at least, we have only brought him to the shores of Guiana, to 
familiarise him with new forms of suffering, with new grades of death, in 
the land of promise and of hope to which we have allured him. True, 
his body might have corrupted in the waters of the Ganges, his unburied 
limbs beiug the prey of the jackal or the vulture, but at least he would 
have died among his own people, and the sun of his native skies would 
have shone on his agony. His woes and his pangs unsuffered here, would 
have numbered one responsibility the less to our account, and who shall 
say from how great a measure of retributive vengeance the less seeing of 
that one crime might have saved us ? 

‘‘We are neither fanatics nor preachers, but really the sight of the 
wretched objects obtruded hourly on our eyes in every quarter of the 
town, besieging us with ravenous importunity for the veriest offal of our 
kitchens,—dragging after them with pain and difficulty their tortured and 
emaciated limbs, would raise a doubt in the sceptical, as to the lawfulness 
of bringing them here to perish. We have failed to recruit the ranks of 
our labourers. We have succeeded eminently in creating a new mendicant 
order, the germ of future pauperism.”’ 


TRINIDAD.—Three hundred and nineteen captured Africans were 
brought here, from St. Helena, some days ago. They have been distri- 
buted and despatched to the country, and report says, that contracts have 
yet to be made for them and sent after them. We suppose their term of 
bondage will only extend to five years. The brevity of the term indicates 
the remains of benevolence.—Trinidadian, April 14. 


ST. VINCENT.--Tae Faancuise.—The Legislature have passed an 
act reducing the number of members of the Assembly from 25 to 19, with 
a declaratory clause that no person deriving his income from trade or 
business, or having his freehold in Kingstown, shall be eligible as a can- 
This restriction is neither more nor less 
than a disfranchisement of the electors, and there will be no choice left 
to them. Not more than a dozen of individuals in the parishes have now 
the required qualifications for a seat in the House-—which are, ‘‘ a freehold 
of the net annual value of £100 per annum, or in respect of the produce 
of which taxes are paid into the treasury upon any sum not less than 
£400; lessees for five years, paying a rent of £200 per annum; the 
actual receipt of not less than £300 clear yearly income, derived as 
attorneys or managers, or from any profession, trade, or business.’? The 
plantations have been giving no return for the last two years, according 
to Mr. Porter, and no tax has been raised on the produce of 1848, ergo, 
according to the act, proprietors of estates have not the qualification— 
neither have the lessees the qualification—it is only possessed by a few 
attorneys, who manage, as it is, to evade the tax on their arrowroot plan- 
tations. The passing of this act places the community entirely at the 
mercy of an ignorant and unprincipled oligarchy, composed of a few 
merchant planters and selfish agents of the absentees.—New Era. 


ST. CHRISTOPHER.—-His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor, in his 
spéech on the opening of the Legislative Session of this island, adverts to 
the fact (lately made known through our colonies) that the British Go- 
vernment had determined on supplying certain islands with captured 
Africans from Sierra Leone, and we trust, should the measure, after due 
consideration on the part of our Legislature, be deemed likely to be 
advantageous to the agricultural interests of this colony, that the Legis- 
lature will, without delay, pass an act to enable this island to participate 
in the benefit which has been accorded to other colonies. The following 
are stated to be the conditions on which it is proposed the immigrants are 
to be indented :— 


They shall be indented for one year under act No. 369, on the following 
conditions :— 


They shall be lodged in comfortable houses and shall be entitled to the 
fo ing allowances, privileges, and necessaries, with medical attendance 
in § tA. weekly allowance of food for adults, consisting of 3 Ibs. 











salt fish and 1 Ib. fresh or salted beef or pork, and 2 pints peas or beans, 
with 30 Ibs. yams or plantains or sweet potatoes, or 14 pints of corn meal 
or 7 lbs. of wheaten flour, or rice or farine. And for children and minors 
under 14 years of age a proportionate allowance of like or suitable food ; 
and in case of sickness, such food shall be provided for the sick as the 
medical attendant shall order. 

Clothing for the year, consisting of the following articles, to be deli- 
vered on entering into contract :—-The men—2 shirts, 2 pairs of trowsers, 


4 yards penninstone, a woollen jacket, and a cap or felt hat. The women — 


—2 check dresses, 2 Osnaburg petticoats, 4 yards penninstone, 2 hand- 
kerchiefs, a woollen jacket, and a cap or felt hat, The children to be 


supplied with suitable and proportionate clothing. Utensils, &c.—An 
iron pot, or éonvenient cooking utensil and spoon, for each adult, and a 
common clasp-knife for each man. Soap and tobacco—One lb. soap to 
be allowed for each person per month, and 1 Ib. tobacco per month for 
each adult. Land—Each African above 14 years to be allowed a quarter 
of an acre of land for the cultivation of ground provisions. After three 
months—The adults, or those above 14, shall receive 3d: per week, in 
addition to fod@, and the allowance of tobacco shall cease. After six 
months—The current rate of wages shall be substituted to those capable 
of working, in lieu of food, soap, and weekly allowance of 3d. ; such rate 
of current wages to be settled with the stipendiary magistrate for the 
district. : 

The employer shail allow sufficient time and opportunity for the educa- 
tion and religious instruction of the Africans, and shall provide decent 
and Christian burial for any who die, and shall-obey all such rules or 
orders as the Governor in Council may make and promulgate respecting 
the general treatment of such Africans. In consideration whereof they 
shall labour for their employers five days in each week, the hours of 
labour not to exceed nine hours on each day, commencing at six in the 
morning, and terminating at six in the evening, with intervals of rest of 
one hour for breakfast, and two hours for dinner.—Gazette, Feb. 23. 


The ship Conservative arrived here on the 22nd of April, from 
Sierra Leone, having on board ninety-five immigrants. The Con- 
servative left Africa with ninety-six, one of whom died on the day 
preceding her arrival here. Upon the arrival of the vessel, she was 
visited by Mr. King, the quarantine officer, who was informed that there 
were several cases of small-pox on board. In the course of the day the 
ship was visited by the health officer, in company with another gentleman 
of the medical profession. The disease, which at first was mistaken for 
small-pox, appears to be only a cutaneous eruption of a somewhat uncer 
tain character, and the immigrants were landed this morning. This is 
the only importation of African immigrants which it bas been our lot to 
inspect, so that we are unable to decide upon what may be their general 
appearance, but we certainly never beheld such an aggregation of wretch- 
edness and imbecility as these unfortunate people exhibited. Even such 
as were apparently free from disease do not appear to our judgment to be 
at all likely to prove very effective labourers. Time and skilful manage- 
ment may however do much, and we trust that the gentlemen tv whom 
the immigrants have been apportioned, may succeed in deriving some 


portion of the benefit which was anticipated from an addition to our 


labouring population.— St. Kite’s Advertiser. 





DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS, 


The following subscriptions have been received since our last, and are 
hereby thankfully acknowledged :— 
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, Donations. Subscriptions. 
London.—-Austin, Rev. Mr....e.e cess eeee 1 1 0 
Colchester.—Catchpool, Thomas.......... 5 0 0 
Halstead.—Jesu NIL iawn a's 40 0% 00 0 10 0 
Kendal.—Ladies’ Anti-slavery Society .... 710 0 
Coalbrookdate.—Darby, Richard. eevee sees 1 1 0 
Dickinson, Barnard ............ 110 
Dickinson, Henry sess eeeeseses . at 1 at. a 1 1 0 
Graham, Thomas ee eeeeseereses ara 1 1 0 
Manchester.—Clare, Peter .......+.+ evce we 110 
Amwell.— Squire, J. H. 1.2... cee eevee od 10 06 
Charlbury.—Albright, Nicholas .......... ene” 200 
Preston.—Parker, T. G. ...e.eeecsecsees ——— 1060 
Springjield.—Gundry, William .......... To 100 
Spalding.—Massey, S. and C......+ 00000 100 —_——— 
Sheffield.—Hoyland, Isabella .........++ 010 0 
Liskeard.—Isaac, J. C. eevee eeeseeesnes @ 0 5 0 
Dublin.—Bewley, Samuel ........+e00+: —_—— 110 
Bewley, Henry eeeneesees eeeese  eeieeecenienent amt 1 1 0 
Malone, William @eeeeeseesseeee beast bat nae naan 1 1 0 
PRRs PORGIIIN 65 05 voce cccesce . ad oe ee 
Bewley, Thomas .....+-++ssseee -_—__ ee ee 
Doyle, William... .. eesesesseece 010 0 
Russell, Henry .-+-e.ssesseseese bern eeememeanened 1 0 0 
Malcomson, William .........- 5 0 0 miideesleciihiigene 
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